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Complete Auto RepAiR

10% discount for 
SBTS community

We do it all, oil changes 
to major repairs

10% off most  
competitors’ quotes

 
Warranty on parts & labor

Now accepting 
most credit cards

Hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
monday - Friday

Contact:
Email is best: 

turningwrenchesllc@gmail.com
(502) 821-3180

Check us out on Facebook

1397 lexington Road, 40206
Two miles toward downtown 

from SBTS on Lexington Road
at the corner of Lexington and Payne,  

underneath "Standard Auto Company."  
Enter from Payne.
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Lambert talks about  
Counseling the Hard Cases
Josh Hayes talks to Heath Lambert about his new 

book and issues in the biblical counseling movement.

Mohler sets stage for new 
academic year
Looking toward the 2012-13 academic year, R. 

Albert Mohler Jr. talks about the nation, the South-

ern Baptist Convention and Southern Seminary.  

SBTS campus: A brief history
R. Albert Mohler Jr. presents a brief history of 

Southern Seminary's campus, and the buildings 

most affected by the seminary's master plan.

Deferred maintenance 
deferred no more
A look at the problem of deferred mainte-

nance at educational institutions and  

Southern Seminary's answer. 

19

20

A Guide to Fall 2012
"Towers" offers 24 opportunities to make the 

most of the fall semester, from slushies in Fifth 

and Broadway to a lecture with Carl Trueman.

12

08

the office of communications of the southern 

baptist theological seminary publishes 10 issues  

of "towers" per year. 

Our mission is  

to use our time, 

resources and 

talents to tell the 

Southern story in 

an accurate, timely 

and creative 

manner to the  

glory of God.

From the editor:

One of my favorite 
magazines includes a “how 
to” section. Take anything 
from achieving a great 
shave, to buying the right 
car, to conquering my 
summer reading list, and the 
“how to” tells me the best 
ways to do it. That’s what 
we want to do in this first 
“Towers” of the 2012-13 
academic year: give you 
a guide to the best of the 
fall semester. Inside you’ll 
find everything from coffee 
shop recommendations to 
a campus concert schedule. 
Also, we take a look at 
how Southern Seminary’s 
leaving the business of 
deferring maintenance.

11
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Newslog
 |       Report

At SBTS luncheon, Mohler announces alumni 
of the year

| by Aaron cline hanbury |

R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, announced G. Bryant 
Wright and John A. Folmar as distinguished alumni of the year at the Southern Seminary alumni 
luncheon during the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), June 20, 2012.

Wright, a master of divinity (M.Div.) graduate from Southern in 1979, is senior pastor of 
Johnson Ferry Baptist Church in Marietta, Ga., and the two-term president of the SBC. Folmar, 
who earned his M.Div. from Southern in 2003, is pastor of United Christian Church of Dubai in 
the United Arab Emirates.

Closing his address at the luncheon, Mohler surveyed the happenings around Southern Seminary 
during the past year. He also explained the increasing need for faithful theological education in 
days that require well equipped pastors, missionaries and teachers.

“We’re up to this,” he said. “But we need each other. It is moving to imagine how the lives 
gathered together, gather to become a part of that long line of faithfulness that came before us 
at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.”

Mohler affirmed Southern Seminary’s commitment to seriousness of her task, the urgency of 
her vision and the credibility of her alumni.

The commitment, however, is only a means to an end. He explained: “We have a job to do, and 
it’s not done when we graduate; it’s not done when we retire; it’s not done until Jesus comes. It’s 
not done yet.”

Southern Seminary hosts D3 conference 2012, which features Mohler and Bancroft

| by Alex Duke |

Southern Seminary hosted its annual D3 Youth Camp, June 
25-28. Summer at Southern is generally a quieter season. 
During that last week of June, however, that was not the 
case. For the third year in a row, Southern Seminary hosted 
the D3 Youth Camps, bringing in more than 350 high-school 
students from 15 states.

Attendees gathered for multiple general sessions featuring 
R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of Southern Seminary, Eric 
Bancroft, a pastor in Indianapolis, Ind., and Kurt Gebhards, a 
pastor in Hickory, N.C. In addition, students attended special-
ized lectures in one of the conference’s three areas.

The D3 conference focuses on three aspects of disciple-
ship: leadership, worldview and missions. Prior to arrival, 
each student registered for one of these aspects as a specific 
conference track. This choice determined which breakout 
sessions he or she attended, ensuring personalized and appli-
cable teaching.

The leadership track split according to gender. The world-
view track sharpened and challenged each student regarding 
their commitment to a biblical worldview in all aspects of life. 
And the missions track sought to confront students with a call 

to share the gospel with the unreached, both in the United 
States and abroad.

Following the conference, two groups from the missions 
track went out to share the gospel – one stateside and the 
other abroad – practicing what they learned during the week. 
A group of four students went to Boston, while another 

group of eight travelled to Rome, Italy.
The Hoffmans, a musical group from Nashville, Tenn., led 

worship for D3, and Christian rap artist FLAME performed a 
one-night concert.

More information about D3, including a first ever D3 winter 
camp coming, Jan. 18-21, is available at event.sbts.edu
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Report     |       

Stinson talks manhood on Family 
Life Today

| by sbts communications |

Randy Stinson, a father of seven and dean of the School of Church Ministries 
at Southern Seminary, participated in a two-part interview with FamilyLife 
Today radio about biblical manhood.

In part one, Stinson tells FamilyLife radio’s Dennis Rainey and Bob Lepine 
how his sports-loving family opted out of baseball in order to give his kids a 
big vision of the world. In part two, Stinson lists some of the valuable things 
a father should teach his son before he leaves home including: building a fire, 
camping, carving a turkey, lighting a grill and tying a tie. Stinson talks about 
the importance of a father casting a vision for his family, and then leading 
them in practical ways to reach their goals.

Audio of the interviews is available at the FamilyLife Today website, www.
familylife.com/audio 

SBTS student 
becomes first 
African-American 
executive at KBC

| by sbts communications |

The Kentucky Baptist Convention (KBC) Mis-
sion Board appointed Curtis Woods as associ-
ate executive director for convention relations, 
during a special-called meeting, Tuesday, June 
26, 2012.

According to KBC President Adam Greenway 
in a convention news release, Woods, a doc-
toral student at Southern Seminary, will be the 
first African-American to hold an executive-
level position in an “old line” Southern Baptist 
state convention.

“I congratulate Kentucky Baptists and 
Curtis Woods on his election as an asso-
ciate executive director for the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention,” said R. Albert Mohler 
Jr, president of Southern Seminary. “This is a 
sign of God’s favor and it makes a wonderful 
statement about Kentucky Baptists and the 
determination of Baptists of this state to 
reach its people and to be a state convention 
that looks like Kentucky.”

Since 2006, Woods served as Baptist cam-
pus minister at Kentucky State University in 
Frankfort, Ky. He completed a master of theol-
ogy at Dallas Theological Seminary in Dallas 
before enrolling in Southern Seminary’s doctor 
of philosophy program in biblical spiritual-
ity. Woods and his wife, Tracy, live with their 
children in Frankfort, Ky.

SBTS doctoral 
student reflects on 
Luter’s election in  
BP Ledger

| by Josh hayes |

In the July 2, 2012, 
edition of BP Led-
ger, Baptist Press 
published Toby 
Jennings’ thoughts 
about the recent 
election of Fred 
Luter as Southern 
Baptist Convention 
(SBC) president. 
Jennings is a mas-

ter's degree graduate and doctor of philoso-
phy candidate at Southern Seminary.

In the article, dated June 19, 2012 (the 
day that Luter was elected), Jennings offers 
several points of reflection: 1) he compares 
Luter with Protestant reformer Martin Luther, 
referring to each of them as pioneers for 
gospel change during their respective eras; 
2) he notes the differences between Luter’s 
election and Obama’s election as the first 
African-American United States president; 3) 
he explains how the election shows that SBC 
members trust in a power beyond themselves; 
4) he highlights Luter’s election as fruit of 
repentance in the SBC; and 5) he says that 
the election is a sign that the sovereign Lord 
Jesus Christ directs his church (and the SBC) 
to act justly.

Jennings states the following:
“In reflection on this historic SBC election, I 

certainly have no desire to herald any distinct 
ethnicity as being in need of discriminating 
attention to any disregard of another; for the 
tapestry of humanity portrayed in Revelation 5:9 
by its Creator trumps any creaturely attempt at 
any such preference. The significance, however, 
of a body of God’s image-bearers appointing as 
[its] leader one who bears a minority ethnic-
ity from the overwhelming majority of them 
evidences so much worthy of commentary.”

The entirety of Jennings’ reflection is available 
at the Baptist Press website, www.bpnews.net

SBTS redesigns, enhances website

| by tim sweetman |

Seeking to better serve SBTS.edu visitors using mobile devices and wanting 
easier access to SBTS resources, Southern Seminary launched a redesigned 
website, Aug. 1. 

The newly enhanced sbts.edu features the Southern Blog, which includes 
an up-to-date stream of posts from bloggers around the seminary commu-
nity alongside regular news posts. Additionally, the site features a refreshed 
Southern Resources, an extensive collection of audio, video and PDF resources 
drawn from chapels, conferences, forums and more.

Website upgrades also include simpler navigation as well as what is called 
“responsive design,” coding that automatically adapts the website for a desktop 
computer, laptop, tablet or smart phone. This eliminates the pinching, zoom-
ing and horizontal scrolling Web visitors faced when using mobile devices.  

Each innovation grew out of usability testing focused on the distinct needs 
of current students, prospective students, alumni and friends of the seminary. 
Those interested can visit www.sbts.edu to begin exploring.   
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Literature
  |       Reviews

College majors have gotten out 
of hand. At many universities 

and colleges, hotel management, 
and event planning now sit com-
fortably next to mathematics and 
philosophy as viable programs of 
study. A decided shift in educa-
tional philosophy draws students 
toward vocationally directed study 
rather than intellectual fostered 
and betterment. Large public 
universities’ catalogs now oddly 
resemble trade schools’. 

And Christian institutions are 
not immune to this shift toward 
career-driven education.

In his new book, The Liberal Arts: 
A Student’s Guide, Gene C. Fant Jr., 
proposes that the time has come 
for Christian colleges and universi-
ties to reclaim the study and cel-
ebration of the liberal arts as the 
core study of these institutions.

“Liberal learning is a tool that 

may be employed to prepare us 
for the tasks that God has prepared 
for us,” writes Fant, a professor at 
Union University in Tennessee. “It 
allows us to connect orthodoxy 
(right belief) with orthopraxy (right 
behavior). It help us to find our 
place in his world. An emphasis on 
liberal learning is of critical impor-
tance to our era, as we seek to 
engage our culture with the great 
Christian intellectual tradition that 
continues to provide a fertile cul-
ture for thought and action.”

Often, those who object to lib-
eral studies do so on the assump-
tion that the humanities do not 
prepare students for careers. After 
all, they ask, what kind of job can an 
English literature major get? Fant 
argues the opposite. He claims that 
a Christian understanding of the 
liberal arts makes claim on almost 
any vocation, and puts those voca-

tions in theological perspective. 
“In current usage, ‘vocational 

training’ is equivalent to ‘practical 
education,’ but this is not the his-
torical case. Most Christians have 
a clear sense of the importance of 
the term calling for their faith. … A 
truly vocational education is one 
that understands the role of God’s 
call on our lives, whether we are 
professional Christians or clergy 
or lay persons who view the work 
of our hands as a direct gift from 
God” (emphasis original).

This theological perspective calls 
every intellectual and professional 
discipline to submit to a worldview 
that sees the study and worship 
of God as the “queen of the sci-
ences.” Fant sees an authentically 
liberal arts education, as neces-
sary to reclaim all other pursuits 
as genuinely Christian tasks.

“The time is right for an inver-

sion of this model that hearkens 
back to the ancient approach 
to liberal learning: students will 
prepare for careers in pharmacy, 
sociology, law, health care, and 
athletics with expansive liberal 
arts content, but with a yoking of 
that training to theological educa-
tion. In this view, the liberal arts 
will be rejoined with the former 
queen of the sciences in ways that 
specifically equip Christ followers 
for the good works that lie ahead 
of them.”

The Liberal Arts’ brief 109 
pages offer a quick look at how 
the liberal arts can orient stu-
dents toward becoming those 
“passionate about serving God, 
the church, and the world.”

Counseling the Hard Cases: 
True Stories Illustrating the 
Sufficiency of God’s Resources in 
Scripture (B&H Academic 2012, 
$32.99), edited by Stuart Scott 
and Heath Lambert

Review by  
Josh Hayes

The Liberal Arts: A Student’s 
Guide (Crossway 2012, $11.99),  
Gene C. Fant Jr.

Review by  
Aaron Cline Hanbury

The Bible isn’t a scientific text 
book, right?”

Such a statement carries the 
commonly held notion that 
because the Bible speaks primarily 
to theological and spiritual mat-
ters – in pre-modern, non-scien-
tific language – it does not provide 
the church with resources suffi-
cient to handle the problems con-
temporary American society sees 
best left to secular professionals. 

In the new volume Counseling 
the Hard Cases, editors and South-
ern Seminary professors Stuart 
Scott and Heath Lambert seek to 
disprove this notion both in theory 
and by example, demonstrating 
Scripture’s competency to speak 
to the most difficult and complex 
problems, which they contend are 
theological at heart.

“Biblical counselors have argued 
that Scripture is comprehensive. 
Scripture does not contain every 

last bit of information that can 
be known. Scripture contains all 
things that bring the counsel-
ing task into focus like a pair of 
glasses. Scripture is relevant to the 
counseling task like a compass that 
reorients every problem,” writes 
Lambert in the book’s introduction 
(emphasis original).

“The grace of Christ is a master 
key that allows access to even the 
most difficult issues of life.”

In the introduction, Lambert 
sets forth the book’s purpose and 
addresses the issues related to 
the ongoing discussion between 
biblical counselors and those who 
represent the Christian counsel-
ing integrationist and Christian 
psychology movements. The 10 
remaining chapters each present 
accounts of how biblical counsel-
ors were able to help, admon-
ish, correct and encourage those 
struggling with difficult and com-

plex problems. 
“Although this book is about 

the sufficiency of the Bible, the 
Christian community, and Christ 
himself, it is not merely about suf-
ficiency. This is also a book about 
people,” Lambert and Scott write 
in the conclusion.

“None of us views the suffi-
ciency of Scripture as an abstract 
doctrine. Rather, sufficiency has 
everything to do with whether 
we as ministers of Christ possess 
a firm hope that we can offer to 
those who are sinking into despair. 
Sufficiency has everything to do 
with whether we have clear guid-
ance to offer those who are con-
fused and disoriented by life in a 
fallen world.”

Ten chapters document cases 
of sexual abuse, obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder, anorexia, homo-
sexuality, addiction, adultery and 
more. Scott and Lambert are 

among the book’s contributors, as 
well as Martha Peace, John Babler, 
Laura Hendrickson, Robert Jones 
and Steve Viars and others.

For those wanting to read about 
how the proverbial “rubber meets 
the road” in the case of biblical 
counseling, Counseling the Hard 
Cases is book filled with employed 
theory, a work especially helpful 
for those who learn by means of 
sustained example more so than 
long-form prescription. Counsel-
ors from all approaches should pay 
attention to this release.
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Understanding the Big Picture 
of the Bible: A Guide to Reading 
the Bible Well (Crossway 2012, 
$14.99), Wayne Grudem, C. 
John Collins and Thomas R. 
Schreiner, eds. 
 Review by  
Josh Hayes

Understanding Scripture: An 
Overview of the Bible’s Origin, 
Reliability, and Meaning 
(Crossway 2012, $12.99), Wayne 
Grudem, C. John Collins and 
Thomas R. Schreiner, eds. 
 Review by  
Josh Hayes

Making Sense of Scripture: Big 
Questions About the Book of 
Faith (Augsburg Fortress 2009, 
$12.99), David J. Lose

Review by  
Josh Hayes

Socrates supposedly said, “The unexamined life is not 
worth living.” For author David J. Lose, a life that 

does not examine the Bible is an equal waste.
In his book, Making Sense of Scripture, Lose, a preach-

ing professor and academic dean at Luther Seminary in 
St. Paul, Minn., seeks to engage readers in a conversation 
about the big questions concerning the Bible. Written 
in the form of a conversation, he arranges the book’s 
chapter around seven questions: 1) What is the Bible? 
2) Is the Bible true? 3) How is the Bible the Word of 
God? 4) Where did the Bible come from? 5) How can I 
read the Bible with greater understanding? 6) Is there 
a “center” to Scripture? and 7) What kind of authority 
does the Bible hold?

Lose encourages people to develop their own opinions, 
convictions and beliefs about Scripture. Nevertheless, 
Lose’s views – which seem to align with moderate evan-
gelicalism – do come through. 

Lose also notes that Making Sense of Scripture is not 
a book about the Bible in the sense that covers the full 
storyline and the content of each individual book. It is 
a book about the Bible in the sense that it discusses its 
history and nature with the goal of making the Bible more 
accessible to the reader.

Lose tips his hat that he does not hold to biblical iner-
rancy, rather, he seems to favor some version of the docu-
mentary hypothesis with respect to the compilation of the 
Old Testament. Those who disagree with him will recog-
nize, however, his commendable job of helping people 
see the Bible on its own literary terms and in light of its 
various cultural contexts. Still, Lose refrains from positing 
the traditional Protestant perspective of why believers 
refer to the Bible as the Word of God – namely, that the 
human authors’ words are in fact fully and simultaneously 
God’s words by virtue of the Spirit’s inspiration. Instead, 
he proposes that the Bible is the Word of God primarily 
because it contains stories about God.

Evangelical readers will certainly have their differences 
at points with how Lose makes sense of Scripture. Never-
theless, Making Sense of Scripture presents an accessible 
and pedagogically constructive way of teaching people 
about the Bible.

In recent years, a renewed interest in understanding 
the Bible’s overarching storyline has emerged.
Divided into four parts constituting a brief 159 pages, 

the new book, Understanding the Big Picture of the Bible, 
features specialists in the areas of Old Testament, New 
Testament and the intertestamental period. Among con-
tributors are C. John Collins, Southern Seminary’s Thomas 
R. Schreiner, Gordon Wenham, Darrell Bock and others.

Vern Poythress’s essay “An Overview of the Bible’s Story-
line” begins the book, in which Poythress surveys passages 
throughout Scripture that speak of how God’s unified 
plan culminates in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

“The Old Testament as a whole, through its promises, 
its symbols, and its pictures of salvation, looks forward to 
the actual accomplishment of salvation that took place 
once for all in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ,” writes Poythress.

In his essay, “The Theology of the Old Testament,” 
C. John Collins, one of the book’s editors, looks at the 
primary components of the Old Testament’s storyline: 
monotheism; creation and fall; election and covenant; 
covenant membership; and eschatology.

Southern Seminary professor Thomas R. Schreiner, 
also one of the book’s editors, contributes two essays to 
the volume: “The Theology of the New Testament” and 
“Reading the Epistles.” In the former, Schreiner examines 
the main themes of New Testament theology, and in the 
latter, he considers some of the major issues related to 
the study of the epistles.

“The Epistles have played a major role in the formation 
of doctrine and Christian theology throughout church 
history precisely because they expound on the great 
themes of God’s saving work on the cross. Because they 
reflect on and explain the fulfillment of God’s promises 
in light of the Old Testament and the Gospels, it is par-
ticularly fruitful to study their use of the Old Testament, 
Old Testament allusions, and citations of and allusions 
to Jesus’s teaching. By doing this we understand more 
clearly how epistolary writers understood the fulfillment 
of God’s promises in Christ,” writes Schreiner. 

This small book proves to be a hugely helpful read for 
those looking for clarity about the Bible’s big picture.

Without question reading and interpreting the Bible 
is the fundamental practice of Christianity. That 

is why books like Crossway’s new release, Understanding 
Scripture, always serve as helpful resources for the church.

Stacked with high-tier scholars and respected pastors 
within evangelical circles, Understanding Scripture deals 
with interpretation, canon, manuscript reliability, archaeol-
ogy and the original languages. Also, the book provides a 
survey of salvation history and an examination of the New 
Testament’s use and understanding of the Old Testament. 
Contributors include John Piper, J. I. Packer, David Powlison, 
Vern Poythress and others, including Southern Seminary 
Old Testament professor Peter J. Gentry.

Gentry’s essay about the Septuagint gives an overview 
of the Greek translation of the Old Testament Scriptures, 
discussing its origin, translation, revisions and importance.

“Understanding the language of the Greek Old Tes-
tament is key to understanding the Greek of the New 
Testament. The Septuagint affected the language of the 
apostles just as the King James Version has influenced 
the vocabulary of Christians in our time,” writes Gentry.

Packer’s essay, “Reading the Bible Theologically,” lists 
and explains several truths that give foundation to read-
ing the Bible with a focus on the being and character of 
God: 1) the Bible is a guide for sinners to salvation and 
godliness; 2) the Bible is a handbook for worship and 
practice; 3) the Bible is a divinely inspired unity of narra-
tive and commentary; and 4) the Bible is a canon focused 
on the person and work of Jesus Christ that also records 
the activities of God’s covenant people before and after 
Christ’s appearing.

In his essay, “Reading the Bible in Prayer and Communion 
with God,” Piper defines what communion is and how the 
gospel relates to it before discussing how believers are to 
respond to God’s revelation in prayer. God’s Word, Piper 
says, is the primary basis for a person’s knowledge of God.

“In all these communications, it is God himself that we 
most want to see. Communion with God is not merely learn-
ing about God but enjoying fellowship with God in the truth 
he reveals about himself,” writes Piper (emphasis original).

Barely 200 pages, Understanding Scripture is among 
the best succinct introductions to the Bible.
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All about the Bible’s sufficiency LAMbert tALks About his New book

  |       Reviews

EDITOR’S NOTE: Below, Heath Lambert, talks 
with “Towers” contributor Josh Hayes about 
Counseling the Hard Cases, a new book Lam-
bert co-edited with Southern Seminary’s 
Stuart Scott. Lambert is assistant professor 
of pastoral theology at Boyce College, the 
undergraduate school of Southern. A brief 
review of Counseling the Hard Cases appears 
on page 6.

JH: What trends in the counseling world 
compelled you to put together Counseling 
the Hard Cases?
HL: There were two realities. The first has 
to do with what biblical counselors have 
written about the sufficiency of Scripture. 
So much of it has been wonderful, but it is 
almost all written theoretically and in the 
abstract. Biblical counselors have tended to 
defend sufficiency by making arguments. 
This is important work, and I am thankful 
for it, but when you place those arguments 
next to the lives of troubled people they can 
seem abstract. 

The second reason has to do with my stu-
dents. When I teach about the sufficiency of 
Scripture it is a guarantee that several people 
will raise their hands asking, “What about the 
hard cases though? What about schizophre-
nia, bipolar disorder and panic disorder? Is 
the Bible sufficient for that?” We wanted to 
address each of these issues by showing how 
the sufficiency of Scripture comes to life with 
real persons who have these extreme difficul-
ties. We wanted to advance an argument by 
telling the stories of the most troubled people 
who changed because they met with Jesus in 
the pages of his Word.

JH: What is the gap between the abstract 
and real life that you attempt to fill with 
the book?
HL: This is a great question. It is the difference 
between telling someone what a sunset over 
the ocean looks like versus taking them to the 
beach so they can see it. When you describe 
the setting sun to a person they may appreci-
ate it, and even hope they see it someday. 
When you take them to the beach they are 
captivated as a black-and-white description 
explodes in the Technicolor of reality. When 
you see the blazing orange, fiery red and deep 
purple of the real thing it captures you like 
no description can. In this book Dr. [Stuart] 
Scott and I wanted to do more than describe 
sufficiency. We want to take people to the 
beach and let them see what happens when 
the sufficient Bible explodes in the realities 
of people who are truly broken.
 
JH: In recent years, how have you seen 
the conversations progress among bib-
lical counselors, integrationists and  
Christian psychologists?
HL: I think this is a great day to be in bib-
lical counseling. It seems to me that the 
arguments advanced by biblical counselors 
over the last 40 years or so have worked to 
convince many people of the truthfulness 
of the biblical counseling worldview and the 
sufficiency of Scripture. I also think there 
is evidence that many integrationists and 
Christian psychologists have shifted to the 
right somewhat because of the force of 
the argument made by biblical counselors. 
There is much work to be done, and many 
more people to persuade but I think biblical 
counselors are winning the debate about 
the sufficiency of Scripture.
 
JH: Why is one’s understanding of the doc-
trine of the sufficiency of Scripture important 
for how a person approaches counseling?
HL: Denying the sufficiency of Scripture is 
one of the most unhelpful things you can do 
in ministry. The extent to which we limit the 
Scriptures in counseling is directly related to 
the extent to which we limit the help avail-
able to those who come for help. Whenever 
you do counseling you need to understand 
what is wrong with people, and you need 

to be able to chart a path forward concern-
ing how to fix what is wrong. Scripture is 
the only book that reveals God’s authorita-
tive, powerful and sufficient understanding 
of each of these things. It is the map and 
compass for counseling sinful and suffering 
people. If you take away the sufficient Word 
when doing counseling you will lose your 
bearings and be unable to offer true and 
lasting help for people.
 
JH: Why did you choose these contributors 
for the book and this set of issues?
HL: When we first started thinking about 
contributors we knew we wanted the 
best the biblical counseling world had to 
offer. We were obviously looking for folks 
who were good counselors – we wanted 
people who could write expertly about the 
problems addressed. But we also knew we 
needed counselors who were good writ-
ers. We were looking for a mix of men and 
women. We wanted a mixture of people 
who had specialized medical training, and 
others who had advanced theological educa-
tion. We also wanted representatives from 
various schools and organizations across 
the United States so the book would be bal-

anced from an institutional perspective. In 
every case we wanted solid biblical thinkers 
who would force readers to consider the 
issues they addressed from God’s perspec-
tive. The authors in the book are the ones 
who matched our desires. Once we selected 
the contributors we let them choose their 
own topics from a master list we created 
based on their own interests and expertise.
 
JH: Explain why Christians need to avoid the 
“leave it to the secular professionals” mind-
set (as you did in your account of counseling 
a woman with postpartum depression).
HL: In the chapters I directly authored, I 
labored to articulate that biblical counsel-
ors have things to learn from secular pro-
fessionals. As I show in my chapter about 
postpartum depression, it is often the case 
that secular psychological workers will spend 
much more time than the average pastor 
working with women who are depressed in 
the aftermath of childbirth. Because that is 
true, they will be able to see and describe 
many phenomena which would be novel to 
most Christian ministers. Christians can learn 
much as they listen to such persons describe 
what their experience has taught them. 

 “The most pressing  
issue facing Christians  
who are concerned  
about counseling is,  
beyond any doubt,  
the sufficiency  
of Scripture.”
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Secular psychologists have valuable observa-
tions, but are missing every other important 
element in counseling. They do not have an 
authoritative source to make sense of their 
observations, or to chart the way forward 
in their efforts at help. They do not have 
these things because secular professionals, 
by definition, reject Christ and His Word. 

Christian ministers must never – never – 
think that such help will be sufficient for the 
people of God. Any help, for it to be true, 
lasting and authentically Christian, must 
push beyond symptom relief and behavior 
modification to an encounter with Christ in 
the pages of his Word.
 
JH: What is the most pressing issue facing 
the church today with respect to counseling?
HL: The most pressing issue facing Chris-
tians who are concerned about counseling 
is, beyond any doubt, the sufficiency of Scrip-
ture. There are a number of hot topics today, 
but sufficiency should top any list. It is this 
doctrine which separates the biblical counsel-
ing movement from every other counseling 
approach out there. It is also this doctrine 
that determines whether what we say to 

people who need help is ultimately worth 
anything or not. If you take away sufficiency 
you take away the biblical counseling move-
ment. I am eager to get this message out 
because there are some who are nervous 
about contending for things that divide out 
of desire to unite as many as possible. I am 
opposed to needless and nasty division. We 

have to beware, however, of the danger of 
refusing to draw any boundaries. The day we 
stop contending for sufficiency is the day we 
rip the guts right out of counseling ministry 
that is authentically biblical.

JH: How do you hope Counseling the 
Hard Cases benefits people within the  
local church?
HL: My prayer is that the book benefits 
three kinds of people in the local church. 
First, I want to encourage pastors on the 
front lines of gospel ministry with the truth 
that the Word of God they preach on Sun-
day is the same Word that is powerful to 
counsel from on Monday. Faithful pastors 
believe in the sufficiency of God’s Word, 
but may have questions about how that 
works out in the hard cases. I hope the 

book serves them by painting a picture of 
what this looks like. 

Second, I want to serve the many Chris-
tians who are interested in counseling, but 
unsure of which counseling model is the 
best. There is a true awakening among 
many Christians about seriously pouring 
in to the lives of troubled people. Though 
many Christians desire to do this they won-
der if the Bible is really sufficient for the 
work. I pray this book shows them that it is. 
Finally, I want to serve the many committed 
Christians who love Jesus and the Bible, 
but do not believe that Scripture is suf-
ficient for the hardest counseling cases. I 
want to show these people how powerfully 
Scripture comes to life in helping the most 
troubled people in a way that improves on 
anything a secular approach has to offer.

JH: What areas or issues need fur-
ther exploration or development from  
biblical counselors?
HL: There is so much work to be done on 
the part of biblical counselors to show the 
wisdom, depth, profundity and power of 
God’s sufficient Word. Biblical counselors 
have much work to do in unpacking all 
that Scripture says to help hurting and 
hardened people. You could write an entire 
book about each chapter in Counseling the 
Hard Cases. In addition to the issues we 
selected for the book there is also need 
for biblical counselors to pay attention to 
difficulties like addictions, suicidal persons, 
cutters, people who have been diagnosed 
with borderline personality disorder and 
childhood anger, anxiety and depression 
just to name a few.

  “When you describe the setting 

sun to a person they may 

appreciate it, and even hope 

they see it someday. When you 

take them to the beach they are 

captivated as a black-and-white 

description explodes in the 

Technicolor of reality.”
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Help start a Megachurch this semester
Each year between 2000-3000 people become followers of Jesus Christ and get plugged into a 
church through the North American Mission Board’s telephone and internet evangelism ministry 

Evangelism Response Center. Find out how you can get be a part of leading people to Jesus through 
the ERC. Contact Chad Nuss at thesixc@gmail.com.

OCTOBEr 30-31, 2012 | sbts.edu/events
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Mohler sets stage for new academic year
| by Aaron cline hanbury |

The best thing about the upcoming year 
is that it builds on years past,” said R. 

Albert Mohler Jr., president of Southern Semi-
nary, about the upcoming 2012-13 academic 
year. “We look forward, of course, to welcom-
ing several hundred new students to the cam-
pus. We look forward to an incredible array 
of lecturers who are coming to the campus 
for major lectureships. We will also welcome 
some new faces to Southern Seminary.

In society, the media and cultural conver-
sation at large focus on November’s United 
States presidential election. 

“The 2012 presidential race is the primary 
political and cultural energy of the moment,” 
Mohler said. “It’s using up most of the oxygen 
in the popular media and news coverage and 
cultural conversation. It’s healthy for South-
ern Seminary to remember that our mission 
and convictions are not up for any election. 

“But, at the same time that, given our world-
view and our commitment to our neighbors, 
we have a great deal riding on this election. 
We have every reason to engage as convic-
tional, thoughtful Christian citizens. I think 
the election will be a great opportunity for 
conversations on the campus, and far beyond.”

For Southern Baptists, SBTS certainly 
included, the next year promises to be 
significant. One important reason is 
Fred Luter’s election as the first African-
American president of the Southern Baptist 

Convention (SBC) at the convention's annual 
meeting in New Orleans back in June.

“Slavery was not the only precipitating issue 
for the formation of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, but it was the central issue,” Mohler 
said. “For more than a century beyond its 
founding, that institutionalized racism contin-
ued, with the majority of Southern Baptists 
resisting the Civil Rights movement. And yet, 
in 2012, that same convention elected an Afri-
can-American man as its president. That action 
was a demonstration of God’s patience with 
his people, and it was a moment of unmerited 
grace for our denomination.”

Another reason the upcoming year will 
be important for Southern Baptists is the 
brouhaha concerning Calvinism.

“The New Orleans convention was a 
marker, establishing the fact that South-
ern Baptists are going to talk about theo-
logical issues in the days ahead. And at The 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, we 
should see that as a good thing. Doctrine is 
our business. Theology is our calling. And 
Southern Baptists are up to this. 

“There are many issues swirling about, 
central to them is a controversy about Cal-
vinism. We will learn as a denomination 
how to talk about these things, and how 

to have a conversation in a respectful way. 
We should be the last people on earth to 
think that theological controversy is always 
counterproductive. A denomination that 
fears any controversy at all, will eventually 

abandon theology in order to avoid it.”
As all new years and seasons bring change 

and opportunity, the 2012-13 academic 
year at Southern is no exception. The fall 
semester will see the launch of the Bevin 
Center for Missions Mobilization and an all 
new initiative from the seminary in online 
education called the Global Campus. 

“The new Bevin Center for Missions Mobi-
lization named for a young girl who intended 
to give her life to missions, and funded by 
her family, will extend the global reach of 
Southern Seminary in such a way it will 
transform what happens here in Louisville 
and around the world,” Mohler said. “In 
terms of what happens here, this center will 
bring a global consciousness to the seminary 
life in whole new way. The center will help 
mobilize people for missions in short-term 
and medium-term service, and for long-
term, career missionary service. The formal 
launch of the center during the seminary’s 
Heritage Week will be a hallmark event – 
and a moving event for the entire campus.”

About the Global Campus, Mohler said:
“Every opportunity we have to take 

Southern Seminary’s programs of quality, 
convictional theological education any-
where in the world, we want to celebrate 
that. We want to be on the front lines 
in bringing theological education of this 
quality to the greatest number of people 
wherever they are. Our goal of making 
theological education available anywhere 
in the world, 24/7 is being realized both in 
terms of time and geographical limitations.”

Beyond the array of developments at 
Southern Seminary, significant conversa-

tions and the presidential election, the 2012-
13 academic year marks the 20th year of 
Mohler’s presidency at Southern. This mile-
stone, he said, causes humbling reflection.

“My first thought [concerning this anniver-
sary] is the incredible stewardship that this 
seminary fulfills, and the incredible joy of 
seeing what God is doing through the faculty 
and students on this campus. I have now been 
here long enough to have seen thousands of 
our graduates sent all over the world, and to 
have seen their ministries bear tremendous 
fruit. But when I look at the quality and the 
energy and the conviction of the students now 
on this campus – at the seminary, at Boyce and 
being drawn to us. I can only be more hopeful 
about the years ahead. 

It is, however, a humbling realization to know 
that many of these seminary students were 
three when I began service here. So, it is thrill-
ing and humbling, and not a little bit aging.”

«««««««« ELECTION 2012 ««««««««

Commentary      |   
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A Guide to Fall 2012 24 oPPortuNities this seMester

Wrestle a bull fall festival 
Each year, Southern Seminary throws a huge festival for the entire 
Southern and Boyce College community. This year, Sept. 7, specifically, 
the seminary lawn will disappear into Buffalo Bill’s Wild West.  

Anyone and everyone in the SBTS community is invited for an 
evening of food and games, facepaint and horseback riding, and, 
yes, bull wrestling. Literally. Well, a literal mechanical bull.

Take your marriage pulse 
marriage conference

Southern Seminary will host a daylong conference, Strengthening Your Marriage in 
Ministry. Conference events will take place, Aug. 23 from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Guest speakers will include Dennis Rainey, president and CEO of FamilyLife, C.J. 
Mahaney, leader of Sovereign Grace Ministries, Russell D. Moore, dean of the School 
of Theology and senior vice president for Academic Administration at Southern 
Seminary and R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of Southern Seminary;

The Marriage in Ministry conference is free for all students, student-spouses, faculty 
and staff of Southern Seminary and Boyce College;

Are you an alum? This conference is an Alumni Academy course as well. If you’re 
interested, check out the details at events.sbts.edu/alumni_academy;

Students can also attend the conference and earn course credit by enrolling in 
course number 45910, under the instruction of Randy Stinson; and

Childcare is available for those who sign up on a first-come, first-serve basis.

If you want more information, you should visit news.sbts.edu, then search “marriage 
in ministry.”

1

   |      Commentary

When the slowness of summer gives way to 

reading and writing assignments, class lectures 

and a steady stream of can't-miss chapel 

services, the result promises a fruitful semester. 

Add to the mix a seemingly unending list of 

optional activities around campus, and it's 

difficult to know what to do when — or when to 

do what.  

 

To help you navigate it all, we in the Office of 

Communications identified 24 opportunities for 

you to make the most of this semester. So here 

is a guide to the fall 2012-13 semester. 

2
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Learn to exposit the expositors summit

Southern Seminary will host The Expositors Summit, Oct. 30-31, 2012.
the theme of The Expositors Summit is “Preaching in a Post-everything World.” 
The summit features keynote speakers SBTS President R. Albert Mohler Jr., 
John MacArthur, pastor-teacher of Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, 
Calif., and Alistair Begg, senior pastor of Parkside Church in Cleveland, Ohio.

Register at events.sbts.edu/expositorssummit 

Study there southern expeditions  
This semester has two opportunities to take a Southern Expedition:  
Israel Dec. 28-Jan 10 | Washington D.C. Jan. 23-26
Information about these trips is available at events.sbts.edu

6
November 6, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.  
Boyce Worship Dept. Fall Concert, Alumni Chapel 
 
November 13, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
Division of Biblical Worship (SBTS) Fall Concert, Alumni Chapel  
 
November 29, Thursday,  
A Christmas concert with Keith and Kristen Getty

Drink a slushy 
5th & broadwaY

What happens when a convenient 
store, a print shop and a post 
office converge on Southern 
Seminary’s campus? Fifth and 
Broadway happens. And where 
can you buy an ink pen, a t-shirt 
and a Snickers? Again, Fifth and 
Broadway. Located in the Honeycutt 
Campus Center, the store offers 
snacks, beverages, merchandise and 
more, including printing, binding 
and finishing work. Now, adding 
more incentive to shoppers, Fifth 
and Broadway even has slushies.

Store hours: Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. (Closed for 
Tuesday/Thursday chapel services); 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

4NO. 3

 Worship together music schedule

Commentary      |   
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Who didn’t grow up wanting to emulate Indiana Jones? Now, right on the ground 
floor of the Honeycutt Campus Center, you can. One difference, though, that fossil 
isn’t as much Holy Grail as it is wristwatch. Edgar’s Men’s Emporium named for 
Southern Seminary founder Edgar Young “E.Y.” Mullins, sells suits and blazers, 
silk ties, dress shirts and Fossil bags and watches. You’ll unearth fine writing 
instruments, notebooks and stationery, and other gentlemanly accessories too.

Edgar’s store hours:
Monday - Friday 11 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Light a fire 
mullins fire pits

The fire pits in the courtyard of 
the Mullins Complex provide an 
ideal spot for conversation, study 
or just hanging out. And when it’s 
cold outside, the pits will light your 
fire -- actually, campus security 
can turn the pits on for you; 
nothing like a man in uniform. 

Experience a hot brown 
the brown hotel, lynn’s
A Louisville classic, the Hot Brown originated at The Brown Hotel 
downtown in the 1900s. The open-face turkey and bacon sandwich 
is topped — nay, smothered — with mornay (rich cheese) sauce. 

A solid Louisville Hot Brown education leads to this conclusion:  
everyone should eat Hot Browns. If you haven’t tried one yet,  
do it; if you’re already a fan, eat more. Here are a few good  
places to eat a Hot Brown: 

The Brown Hotel (of course) 

Lynn’s Paradise Cafe 

Bistro 301 

Wild Eggs (a breakfast version of the classic  
that Wild Eggs calls the Kelsey “KY” Brown)

Rent a tent hrc

The Southern Seminary Health 
and Recreation Center, in addition 
to providing a top-of-the-line 
gym and weight room facility, 
offers several equipment rentals. 
Rental options include a variety 
of outdoor recreation equipment 
from camping stoves to sleeping 
bags to croquet sets. Adventurers 
can rent equipment for the day, the 
weekend or even a whole week. 

10

   |      Commentary

11

7 Dig up a Fossil edgars

NO. 8

9 Browse the 
latest books  
lifeway 
campus store
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If there’s one thing that energizes 
the seminary crowd, it’s books. And 
Lifeway Campus Store, located on 
the ground floor of the Honeycutt 
Campus Center, sells all required 
textbooks for Southern Seminary 
and Boyce College. But there’s 
more. Lifeway also offers one of 
the largest selections of best-selling 
academic books in the United States. 
So go, browse and be energy. 

Follow Lifeway Campus Store 
on Twitter: @LifeWaySBTS

Ride the 
Third Wave  
quills, vint, 
sunergos 
Louisville boasts several coffee 
shops that well represent the third 
wave coffee movement, in which 
baristas give each cup significant 
attention in order to produce the 
highest quality micro-roasted coffee 
(and espresso drinks) possible. 
Three solid examples right around 
Southern Seminary are Quills 
Coffee at 930 Baxter Ave., VINT at 
2309 Frankfort Ave. and Sunergos 
Coffee at 2122 S. Preston St. 
(Sunergos is a little further from 
campus, but it’s worth the drive).

Enculturate 
yourself 
museums, symphony

Probably not every student at 
Southern Seminary enjoys Vivaldi 
and Édouard Manet. That’s okay. But 
even if 19th-century French paintings 
aren't your thing, Louisville provides 
plenty of opportunities to explore 
the museums and enjoy the arts: 

Museums Louisville Slugger 
Museum, 800 W. Main St.;  
the Louisville Science Center,  
727 W. Main St.; the Frazier History 
Museum,  829 W. Main St.;  
the Speed Art Museum, 
2035 S. Third St.   

Embrace 
The Ville
Whether you’re brand new or 
veteran of the city, make en effort 
to embrace Louisville as your city. 
Buy local food. Learn about the city's 
history. Engage in Louisville politics. 
And, naturally, attend a Bats game. 13

Arts The Kentucky Center for the 
Performing Arts, 501 W. Main St., houses 
many of the city’s major arts organizations, 
including the Louisville Orchestra, 
Kentucky Opera and Louisville Ballet. 
Baxter Avenue Filmworks offers 
first-run, foreign and independent 
fare. The theater features eight wall-
to-wall screen auditoriums.

14

12

Commentary      |   
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Invest in the body local church

Seminary is certainly a churchy experience. But the seminary is not a church. At 
its core, of course, is the local church. Why else, one should ask, would anyone 
think deeply about the things of God, if not for the growth and edification of 
believers? But the seminary is not a church. Chapel services will be some of 
the highlights of your seminary career. But the seminary is not a church.  

Nothing can  — or should — take the place in a believer’s life of the local church. 
And that goes for the seminary-types and lifetime laymen alike. So, here in 
Louisville, find church, become a member and find an area in whcih to serve.

Find a job 
ministry 
connections

Southern Seminary’s new Ministry 
Connections program will help 
students and graduates — and 
even current students — connect 
with churches looking for 
pastors or other church jobs. 

How Ministry Connections 
helps students and alumni:

Participants will create and 
manage accounts through 
the Ministry Connections/
eRecruiting Web page. They 
can also search for employment 
opportunities and apply for 
positions directly; and 
 
Participants gain access to a 
nationwide network of more 
than 100,000 employers.

Take a look at the Ministry 
Connections Web page, 
www.sbts.edu/css

Care for the 
least volunteer

The seminary life doesn’t offer a lot of 
down time. But consider taking some of 
that time and give it toward one of these:

Jefferson Street Baptist Center,  
a gospel-centered homeless 
center in Downtown Louisville: 
www.JeffersonStreet.org/
volunteer 
 
Speak for the Unborn, a 
ministry to mother considering 
abortion, or who have aborted 
a child in the past: www.
speakfortheunborn.com 
 
Scarlet Hope, a ministry to 
women caught in the sex 
industry: www.scarlethope.
org/about/get-involved

Go and tell missions trips
Southern Seminary is serious about missions. Each semester, Southern’s Great 
Commission Center sends teams on short-term missions trips. This fall is no 
exception. Here are the four trips scheduled (so far).  
 
FALL BREAK

Togo, West Africa - Sept. 29-Oct. 7 This trip features ethnographic 
research among unreached people groups in rural Togo. The trip 
will be led by Anthony Casey.  Approximate cost is $2,700.
 
Nashville, Tenn. - Urban ministry led by Jeff Walters. Details to be posted soon.

Application deadline is Aug. 31, 2012. 
 
WINTER BREAK

East Asia - Dec. 8-22 This trip features pastoral training among 
leadership networks, mostly in urban settings.  The trip will 
be led by Dr. David Sills. Approximate cost is $2,900.

Southeast Asia - January This trip features evangelism among an 
unreached island people group. Approximate cost is $2,900.

Application deadline for winter break trips is Sept. 14, 2012. 

If you’re interested, call the Great Commission Center at (502) 897-4594

17

   |      Commentary

Stay informed 
the briefing

In his daily podcast, The Briefing, R. 
Albert Mohler Jr. offers a worldview 
analysis of the leading news 
headlines and cultural conversations. 
Mohler discusses everything 
from the latest developments in 
the presidential race to current 
theological debates to ethical issues 
that arise in the popular media. 

Subscriptions to The Briefing are 
available at albertmohler.com  
and through iTunes.

19

15
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16
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Share the wealth, husbands swi

Mary Mohler, first lady of Southern Seminary, personally invited all seminary wives to 
participate in the Seminary Wives Institute.

“If you can attend two hours of class on Thursday nights for 12 weeks each semester, 
spend about 20 minutes in preparation and invest $10 tuition per six-week class, then 
Seminary Wives Institute is for you. 

"Our classes resume on Aug. 23 and are open to all women whose spouses are 
students at Southern Seminary or Boyce College. Please see our Web page for more 
details including course descriptions of our fall classes [www.sbts.edu/women/seminary-
wives-institute]. You will be amazed at the variety offered. New students will find an 
application on this page as well. Returning students register on Moodle.

"This fall marks the beginning of the 16th year of SWI. We are serious about equip-
ping student wives for ministry, but we manage to have lots of fun in the process. We 
desire to make SWI one of the most significant elements of your time at Southern 
Seminary. Please join us! Questions? Email us at swi@sbts.edu”
 
-Mary Mohler

Commentary      |   

Start well, finish well student success

The Center for Student Success is your source for academic and  
personal support at Southern Seminary. It supports students by 
providing academic advising, the Southern Seminary Writing 
Center, international student services and disability services. 
Check out the center's Web page, www.sbts.edu/css.

Expand your mind 
lectures

Each semester, Southern Seminary is able, through 
generous endowments from donors, to present 
lectureships toward the advancement of the 
academic community at the seminary. This fall 
semester, Southern will offers three lectures: 

Duke K. McCall Lectures in Christian Leadership 
with David Novak, CEO of Yum! Aug. 21

Gheens Lectures with Carl Trueman, Sept. 11-12

Norton Lectures with Leland Ryken, Oct. 23-24 

21

Glean wisdom shepherding groups

Faculty members in the School of Theology serve as Faculty Shepherds 
to provide spiritual support and pastoral oversight for all students in the 
degree programs of the School of Theology. Shepherding Groups provide 
an opportunity for prayer, development of relationships, encouragement 
and fellowship.

Participation in shepherding groups is voluntary. Groups of 6-7 students 
begin meeting in August. Those interested can sign up for shepherding 
groups through the Office of the Dean of the School of Theology.

Invite Dr. Parker to dinner 
engage a professor

Not everyone who reads this should 
ask Dr. Parker to dinner. That’d be a 
little much on him. But the principle 
remains. Learning at Southern Seminary 
means learning from its faculty. And 
much of what you can learn from faculty 
members isn’t in the classroom, it’s in 
an office, or coffee shop, or restaurant. 
  
“I had lots of opportunities in four years 
doing an M.Div. at Southern, not just 
to get to know the professors a little 
bit, but actually to make friends with 
professors. I think I’ve contacted three 
or four of those men by email to ask 
them about the text that I’m going to be 
preaching, or a specific pastoral problem, 
and within a minutes, those men are 
willing to get back to me, as a small 
church pastor, and answer my questions 
and help me through problems.”

- Greg Gilbert, 2006 graduate and senior 
pastor, Third Avenue Baptist Church24

NO. 20
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Everything Included

Apartment Located  at 2420 Frankfort Ave.
Included in rent:

1. Gas, Electricity, Water & Sewer
2. Washer & Dryer (in apartment)

3. Dish Washer
4. High-Speed Internet (WiFi)

5. DishTV
6. Central Air Conditioning

7. Newly Renovated

E-Max Inc.
Call: 893-0256 X 202
Ask for: Andy Susemichel

Large Two-Bedroom Apartment  

 $795 month

 
 
 

We're looking for students with big 
servant-hearts to help us in every 
aspect of church life: prayer ministry, 
neighborhood outreach, preaching, 
teaching, senior care, children and 
student ministry, music and worship, 
media and communications, etc.

We have 7,000 neighbors, many of 
whom have recently come to 
Louisville from the nations. So, your 
gospel-centered love to a local 
congregation can have an immediate 
impact in the growth of Christ's 
kingdom — both here in Louisville 
and abroad. 

For more information contact
Pastor Scott Lamb
pastor@victorymemorialbaptist.org

Victory Memorial Baptist Church
(next door to Churchill Downs)
3805 Southern Parkway
Louisville, KY 40214

A local congregation which had been in 
decline for longer than you've been alive, 

invites you to join us in the

work of church revitalization.
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The Southern Seminary campus A brieF history

| by r. Albert Mohler Jr. |

EDITOR’S NOTE: In light of Southern Semi-
nary’s adoption and implementation of a 
master plan to renovate and restore its 
campus, it seems appropriate to focus this 
first Southern Story column of the 2012-
13 academic year on the historic seminary 
campus. The following statement derives 
from SBTS President R. Albert Mohler Jr.’s 
comments to the board of trustees during 
a special-called meeting on April 16, 2012.

Glen Miller, who is the most prominent 
historian of theological education, 

points to Southern Seminary as a model of 
an institution that – he would say by acci-
dent, I would say by providence – made all 
the right decisions in the late 19th century 
and early 20th century.

The seminary began in Greenville, S.C., 
on a borrowed campus. At the end of the 
Civil War, the seminary needed a new place 
to meet. Because Greenville contained five 
struggling Baptist churches, it was in no 
place to sustain the seminary. It was like 
the Olympics, with cities competing to be 
the school’s location. Cities made petitions. 
Russellville, Ky., and Louisville became the 
final two cities.

One of the reasons the seminary chose 
Louisville instead of Russellville was the 
intersection of railroads that indicated that 
Louisville was likely to be an advantageous 
city. Miller notes that decision alone explains 
why Southern Seminary became a national 
institution before the end of the 19th cen-
tury. In other words, the railroads turned out 
to be the great engine of a moving popula-
tion and of building an institution at the 
end of the 19th century and the beginning 
of the 20th century.

Louisville has been a remarkable loca-
tion for Southern Seminary. We have now 
about 4,500 students. We are in a situation 
where we are within a one-day drive of 60 
percent of the American population. We 
are in an economically accessible city. We 
are surrounded by churches that hire our 
students, corporations that hire our students 
and a community that has been extremely 
helpful to us. So, we are in the right place. 

Furthermore, within Louisville, we are 
in the right place. The seminary campus – 
originally built downtown in 1877 – was the 
largest campus ever dedicated to theologi-
cal education in the history of the Christian 
church, which includes buildings that are 
part of the Vatican. The seminary decided 
to abandon it during the 1920s in order 
to move out so the seminary could grow. 
When Norton Hall was built in the 1880s, 

it was thought that it could never be sur-
passed in terms of need for enrollment. It 
handled 400 students. What school could 
ever need more? 

But Southern Seminary needed more 
by the time you reach the 1920s. So, the 
seminary moved to its current home in “the 
Beeches.” Then, in one of the boldest acts 
undertaken by the generation that came after 
the Civil War, then-SBTS President E.Y. Mullins 

led the school’s board of trustees to contract 
with the firm of Fredrick Law Olmsted and 
Associates in order to design the campus. And 
then, he hired the most prominent architect 
in America, James Gamble Rodgers. 

From the 1920s onward, we have main-
tained the vernacular plan. You’re looking 
at buildings designed to fit together. And 
we’ve had to make some modifications given 
environmental needs and more.

The seminary built New York Hall 
from 1926 to 1929. The seminary later 
renamed the complex after former 
SBTS president E.Y. Mullins. 

Southern Story        |  
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Deferred maintenance deferred no more 
AMiD crises iN higher eDucAtioN, southerN seMiNAry iNNoVAtes 

| by Aaron cline hanbury |

Around the country, institutions of 
higher education face a persistent 

problem. That problem is deferred main-
tenance. Basically, an institution will defer 
addressing campus maintenance issues in 
an effort to reduce spending in general or 
to reallocate funds toward more immediate 
needs. A recent article in The Chronicle of 
Higher Education painted a bleak picture of 
the deferred maintenance needs at institu-
tions across the country. 

The Chronicle reports that “deferred 
maintenance on college campuses amounts 
to about $36-billion across the country, with 
$7-billion of that considered urgent.” 

Citing Sightlines, a higher education con-
sulting company with more than 300 clients, 
The Chronicle reports, “the data indicates 
that the need for repairs and modernization 
has risen since the start of the 2008 reces-
sion, particularly at public institutions. At 
some institutions the backlog, which is not 
recorded on balance sheets, would rival or 
far exceed their net assets or liabilities.” 

Moody’s Investors Service, a company 
that provides credit ratings, research, tools 
and analysis for corporations, produced a 
report revealing that for the 287 private 
colleges it rates, debt for capital projects 
had more than tripled, from $27 billion in 
2000 to $90 billion in 2010. This makes the 
need to address deferred maintenance all 
the more urgent.

At The Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, deferred maintenance is no less an 
issue. In an effort to assess the situation, 
the seminary hired one of the nation’s top 
consulting firms to evaluate the campus. The 
result was the quantification of the semi-
nary’s $52 million deferred maintenance bill.

The Chronicle suggests that campus build-
ings require “major renovations” every 25 
years, and “further major renovations, or 
replacement, at 50 years.” Southern Semi-
nary built many of its buildings when the 
seminary moved to its current location in 
1926, almost 90 years ago. Many areas of 
those buildings, the plumbing in the Mul-
lins Complex for instance, have not seen an 
update since then. 

“One of our chief responsibilities in this 
generation is to ensure Southern Seminary is 
propelled into the future unconstrained by 
limitations that we have the responsibility 
to address now,” said R. Albert Mohler Jr., 
who is president of Southern Seminary. “The 
campus of Southern Seminary is merely a 
tool, but it’s a very important tool for our 
ability to fulfill the mission that has been 
entrusted to us. For that reason, we need 
to take responsibility in this generation to 
make certain that the campus continues as 
a great asset to our mission and does not 
become a liability.”

The consensus of those interviewed in 
The Chronicle seems to be that “colleges will 
need to adopt new strategies to get more 
out of their buildings. David A. Kadamus, 
president of Sightlines, said that “colleges 
are embracing all sorts of strategies to deal 
with deferred maintenance. The savviest 
have devised comprehensive plans that deal 
with maintenance issues while pursuing 
strategic goals.”

The seminary’s need for a comprehen-
sive strategy provided the impetus for its 
new master plan. According to Mohler, 
Southern’s responsibility and the grow-
ing needs of its campus “explain the sig-
nificant effort to address long-term issues 
and take advantage of opportunities for 
the campus.”

Mohler said that addressing the semi-
nary’s deferred maintenance issue is not 
only for the current Southern community, 
but for the future of the institution.

“As I head into my 20th year as president, 
I do not want to turn over this campus to 
the next generation as a time bomb about 
to detonate,” he said. “In spite of all of its 
beauty and all of its utility, there are some 
things that are ticking as some of these 
buildings approach their 90th year.”

According to Mohler, the largest area of 
concern is the Mullins Complex. The com-
plex consists of Whitsitt, Mullins and Wil-
liams halls and makes up one-third of the 
campus. If the complex were to require 
plumbing or electrical replacement, the 
cost for each would be $4 million. Then, 
updating 1926 facilities to match 2012 
codes would cost at least $4 million. 

During the next 10 years, the seminary’s 
newly adopted and implemented master 
plan will defer maintenance no more. This 
plan will dissolve the $52 million in deferred 
maintenance and position the campus for 
immediate and future structural and finan-
cial sustainability. Phase one will restore and 
update the campus, primarily in terms of 
housing and administrative offices. 

“We are going to look at the issue in terms 
of its component parts,” Mohler said. “Look 
at what issues are the most crucial and put 
it together in a package that will include 
some fund-raising and some use of capital.” 
Mohler insisted that the seminary will not 
draw funds for the proposed master plan 
neither from tuition increases. 

During its annual meeting, the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion approved a $20 million loan for the SBTS 
master plan. This loan will help repurpose 
the Mullins Complex as a state-of-the-art 

facility for Boyce College, the undergraduate 
school of Southern Seminary.

Phase two will advance the learning com-
munity of Southern Seminary, primarily 
through renovation of the James P. Boyce 
Centennial Library. Phase three, without 
requiring any firm commitments, anticipates 
future development.

By the completion of the first phase of 
the master plan, Southern Seminary will 
almost entirely be free from its current 
deferred maintenance bill. The leadership 
and staff of the seminary are carefully, 
aggressively and creatively addressing the 
persistent challenge of deferred mainte-
nance – but not just as a means to keep 
paint fresh and building infrastructure up-
to-date. Instead, the master plan eliminates 
long-standing maintenance needs in a way 
that strategically resets the campus to bet-
ter fulfill in our age its enduring mission of 
training ministers of the gospel.
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Master Plan FAQ

Southern Seminary’s newly approved 
master plan to renovate and restore 

the campus comes as exciting news for the 
community. But, like almost anything new 
and exciting, the plan raises questions. What 
follows are some of the frequently asked 
questions about the master plan, including 
a brief timeline of the project.

Q: Why does the seminary need a  
renovation plan?
A: The Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary is more than 150 years old, with a 
campus soon to be 90 years old. We have 
a stewardship responsibility to ensure that 
Southern Seminary’s campus will continue 
to serve its mission: delivering top-quality, 
faithful theological education to ministers 
of the gospel who will serve the church 
around the world.

Adopting a master plan sets the trajectory 
of Southern Seminary and Boyce College 
toward growth and financial sustainability – 
allowing us to address $52 million deferred 

maintenance for our aging buildings in a 
way that strategically aligns our campus 
for the future.

Q: What does the master plan include?
A: Phase one will repurpose the historical 
Mullins Complex as a state-of-the-art facility 
for Boyce College, the undergraduate school 
of Southern Seminary. During its annual meet-
ing, the Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention approved a $20 million 
loan for phase one of the SBTS master plan.

Phase two will advance the learning com-
munity of Southern Seminary, primarily 
through renovation of the James P. Boyce 
Centennial Library. Phase three, without 
requiring any firm commitments, anticipates 
future development.

Q: How will the plan affect residents of 
Mullins and Fuller Halls?
A: The master plan team will transition Mul-
lins residents into quad living arrangements 
in Fuller Hall by May 2013. Fuller will accom-

modate a portion of this move through attri-
tion of departing and graduating residents, 
with the possibility that some Fuller residents 
may need to relocate into the community. 
For those who relocate, the seminary will 
provide options for pre-negotiated housing 
opportunities off campus. Affected residents 
will receive all relevant details with significant 
advance notice by fall 2012.

Q: After the Mullins Complex becomes the 
home for Boyce College will there still be 
housing for seminary students?
A: When work on the Mullins Complex is 
completed, August 2014, seminary students 
will still have options for on-campus housing 
in Carver and Fuller Halls.

Q: What will happen to Spring-
dale Apartments?
A: Nothing will happen to Springdale apart-
ments in the near future. The seminary has 
the approval of its trustees to receive pro-
posals for privatizing a portion of the cam-

pus facing Grinstead Dr. that may include 
redevelopment of the Springdale area, but 
nothing is imminent.

Q: Where will Boyce classes meet once the 
college moves to Mullins?
A: Boyce classes will meet in new classrooms 
planned for the Mullins Complex and the 
James P. Boyce Centennial Library. Addition-
ally, Boyce classes will share classroom space 
in Norton Hall.

Q: Is the tuition cost increase for next year 
tied to the master plan?
A: The five percent tuition cost increase 
for the 2012-13 academic year is a normal 
increase that is experienced every year and 
is not tied to the funding needs of the mas-
ter plan in any way.

Q: What does the tentative timeline  
look like?
A: Student Housing: Mullins Hall Renovation 
and Fuller Hall Surge Space:

Mullins sum-
mer residents 
relocate to 
summer dorm 
space (TBD)

Mullins  
construction  
begins

Fuller surge 
space is ready 
for Fall 2013

renovated 
Mullins Hall 
is ready for 
Fall 2014

Construction 
begins on  
Campus 
Technology 
renovation in 
Carver Hall

Construction 
complete 
on Campus 
Technology 
renovation in 
Carver Hall

rankin Hall 
prepared for 
Institutional 
Administration 
surge space

Campus  
Technology  
move to  
Carver Hall  
complete

Institutional 
Administration 
moves to rankin 
Hall surge space

Carver Hall 
renovations 
begin

Institutional 
Administration 
moves into  
renovated 
Carver Hall

Completion of 
new Campus 
Loop road

Improvements made to HVAC

2
0

13

2
0

12

20
14

2
0

15

JA
N

u
A

r
Y

 1
1,

 2
0

13

M
A

r
C

H
 3

1,
 2

0
13

A
P

r
IL

 1
-3

0
, 

2
0

13

M
A

Y
 1

0
-3

1,
 2

0
13

JA
N

u
A

r
Y

 1
, 

2
0

15

Ju
N

E
 1

, 
2

0
13

A
u

G
u

S
T

 1
, 

2
0

13

S
u

M
M

E
r

 2
0

13

THrOuGHOuT...

M
A

r
C

H
 3

1,
 2

0
13

JA
N

u
A

r
Y

 2
6

, 
2

0
12

Master plan timeline

A
u

G
u

S
T

 1
, 

2
0

14
A

u
G

u
S

T
 1

, 
2

0
14

JA
N

u
A

r
Y

 1
2

, 
2

0
13

Southern Story        |  

Towers 2012 August.indd   21 7/27/12   2:19 PM



August 2012 news.sbts.edu22 towers

Announcements
Ministers to the military 
Are you interested in minister-
ing to soldiers, but are not sure 
how to begin? Are you interested 
in the Military Chaplaincy, but 
do not know where to start? 
Are you currently a Military 
Chaplain or Chaplain Candidate 
and looking for fellowship? Do 
you have prior Military Ministry 
experience that you would love 
to share? Here at Southern, the 
Ministers to the Military student 
organization focuses on meet-
ing the needs of soldiers and 
equipping those who would like 
to minister to them. We con-
tinue to have fellowship meals 
and a lecture every semester, 
and we are a link to the NAMB 
for endorsement as a Military 
Chaplain and U.S. Army recruit-
ers. If you are interested, then 
you can contact 1LT Kevin Eisel at 
keisel394@students.sbts.edu or 
by voice or text at 931-220-9926.

Aplus Edits
Aplus Edits is a full service — 
grammar, format, clarity, style 
— proofreading business. It exists 
to take the stress out of conform-
ing papers to style manuals and 
to improve the overall quality 
of one's writing. Aplus consists 

of a team of qualified editors 
equipped to edit book reviews, 
dissertations, and everything in 
between. Check us out at www.
aplusedits.com or e-mail Chris 
at cbosson@aplusedits.com

Free sewing class
The free sewing class led by 
Mrs. Barbara Gentry meets from 
6-7:30 p.m., Mondays in Fuller 
Room 16. Sewing machines 
are provided at no cost. No 
experience is required, but 
women with experience may 
also participate. Knitting and 
crocheting lessons will also be 
offered. Mrs. Gentry leads the 
class assisted by Mrs. Kathy 
Vogel. For questions, you can call 
Mrs. Gentry locally at 423-8255 
or Mrs. Vogel at 742-1497.

Chapel orchestra 
instrumentalists
The chapel orchestra is looking 
for instrumentalists to assist 
with the worship music for Tues-
day chapel services. Rehearsal 
is at 9 a.m., Tuesdays. You can 
receive one elective hour of 
course credit by registering 
for 50985 Chapel Orchestra. 
Contact Joe Crider for further 
information at jrcrider@sbts.edu

Training Leaders 
International
Training Leaders International, 
a missions organization started 
by Bethlehem Baptist Church 
in Minneapolis, Minn., aims to 
mentor and send M.Div., Th.M. 
and Ph.D. students to teach 
cross-culturally in locations where 
theological education is lacking or 
not available. Teachers must hold 
to The Gospel Coalition state-
ment of faith and be willing to be 
mentored. For more information, 
visit www.trainingleadersinter-
national.org or contact info@
trainingleadersinternational.org

Watch the Olympic 
Games on campus
The North Gallery across from 
main gym will serve as an 
“Olympic Viewing Lounge” for 
the duration of the 2012 Olympic 
Games in London (July 27 - Aug. 
16). Watch as all of your favorite 
world class contenders battle for 
athletic superiority. Cheer on your 
favorite country and view the best 
competition in the world. Normal 
Honeycutt building hours apply.

Fifth and Broadway elec-
tronic tracking service
Fifth & Broadway is implement-
ing a new electronic tracking 

system for all packages arriving 
on campus.  This software will 
allow us to send you email alerts 
when your package actually 
arrives on campus - a feature 
we have not been able to offer 
until recently.  We hope this new 
service is helpful to you.  Please 
let us know if you have any 
questions about this service.

Food collection for The Attic
The Attic now accepts food 
items between 2 p.m. and 5 

p.m., Monday through Saturday. 
Donors should bring the items 
during these hours so that a 
volunteer may store them to 
keep for seminary families in 
need. Limited refrigerator and 
freezer space is now available on 
site so please consider donating 
luncheon meats, dairy items as 
well as frozen entrees. Please 
note that these items must not 
be left in the collection bins but 
must be given to a volunteer. 
Canned food is also accepted and 

the new semester wastes no time in offering a stream of study 

opportunities and recreational activies. August starts fast. one week after 

convocation, southern seminary will host the second annual lecture in 

the series Duke k. Mccall Lectures on christian Leadership with yum! 

chairman and ceo David c. Novak. the same week, the strengthening 

you Marriage in Ministry conference will take place, which feature 

Dennis rainey and c.J. Mahaney. 

1
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Heritage Golf Classic 
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Community         | 

may be left in the donation bins. 
Families in need who would ben-
efit from these donations must 
contact The Attic at theattic@
sbts.edu and arrange an appoint-
ment for picking up food items. 

Health and Rec
The Health & Recreation Center 
(HRC) hours of operation: 
M-F – 6 a.m. – 10 p.m.; S –  
9 a.m. - 9 p.m.  
Pool hours: M, T, Th, F – 6 a.m. 
- 9:30 p.m.; W – 6 a.m – 6 p.m.; 

S – 9 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
(The swimming pool always 
closes 30 minutes before the 
rest of the HRC. Check the Web 
site for daily guard breaks.)

Fitness classes
Classes run through May 18.
Fitness Boot camp, M, W, F, 8 - 
8:45 a.m., women’s class
Mommy and Me power walk-
ing/strength training, M, W, F, 
10 - 11 a.m., women’s class
Resolution 20: The Gauntlet, T, 

Th, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m., men’s class
Total Toning, M 4:45 - 5:45 
p.m., women’s class
Practical Pilates, T, Th, 4:45 - 
5:45 p.m., women’s class
Aqua Alive, T, Th, 5 - 5:45 p.m., 
co-ed class
Zumba, T, Th, 8 - 9 p.m., 
women’s class
 
Afternoon childcare
4 - 6 p.m., T and Th
The HRC will offering childcare for 
$3 per child. Children ages 6 weeks 

to 12 years old are welcome.
*Call the HRC at 897-4720 with 
questions about scheduling and 
events;
*Visit the Weekly Calendar on 
the HRC page of the SBTS Web 
site (www.sbts.edu/hrc) to see 
what is happening at the HRC; 
and
*Become a fan of the HRC on 
Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter (SBTSHealth_Rec).

Seminary clinic
H. Hart Hagan Clinic of South-
ern Seminary
Staff, Students and their 
immediate family members 
are provided a limited health 
maintenance program through 
the clinic, located on the second 
floor campus center, Honeycutt 
213. Conditions that require 
regular or extensive medical 
treatment must be addressed 
through private arrangements 
with primary care physician. 
It is recommended that every 
patient have a primary care 
provider that may be called 
upon in cases of emergency. 
The clinic can help with referral 
to a primary care provider or a 
medical specialist if needed.
 
Clinic hours
M-F – 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
More information and price 
listings are found on the clinic 
Web site, www.sbts.edu/clinic
 
Appointments to see physician
An appointment is required to see 
the physician. For an appointment 
call 897-4497. Questions about 
appointments can also be sent 
to clinic@sbts.edu

Patients must present a Shield 
ID card. Failure to report without 
calling to cancel is noted, and 
if repeated, the privilege to 
make an appointment with the 
physician is forfeited for the 
remainder of the semester.

Injections
M-F – 11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Allergy Injections ordered by 
a physician are administered 
weekdays by the nurse. All 
other injections are by appoint-
ment only.

AuGuST 2012
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Stengthening Your 
Marriage in Ministry 

conference

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni chapel

Fall convocation 

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni chapel

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni chapel

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni chapel

Duke k. Mccall 
leadership lecture

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni chapel

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni chapel
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Questions

with

Andy Naselli
Research manager for D.A. Carson, 

administrator of the journal Themelios 
and adjunct at several seminaries

Amid teaching, writing, 
researching and the gamut of 
academic pursuits with which 

you’re involved, what do you consider 
your primary calling?

I’m not sure I can separate teaching or writ-
ing as primary. They go so well together, 
and I love both.

About From Typology to  
Doxology, how did you come 
to write an entire book about 

only two verses from the bible?

It began as a paper for D.A. Carson’s doctoral 
seminar “The Old Testament in the New” 
in fall 2006 at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School. Carson required each student to 
write a paper on the use of the Old Testa-
ment in a specific New Testament passage, 
and I chose Romans 11:34–35, primarily 
because it is attached to my favorite verse 
in the Bible: Romans 11:36. The study was 
so rewarding that it became a paper for 
the Evangelical Theological Society (2008), 
then a dissertation (2010) and now a book.

what are three of your  
favorite fiction books?

 
 
 
(1) C. S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia; (2) 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes nov-
els and short stories; and (3) J. K. Rowling’s 
Harry Potter series (That’s technically 18 
books and 56 short stories, but it works.). 
One of my greatest delights is reading good 
fiction to my children: I spent the first four 
months of this year living in Narnia with 
my daughter Kara and we’re currently in 
Middle-earth. Pure pleasure.

Towers 2012 August.indd   24 7/27/12   2:19 PM


