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FROM THE EDITOR 
This is my 18th editor’s 
note and the first for 
which I’ve had writer’s 
block. After two weeks 
of spring break, in which 
I traveled to the EPA 

Convention (see pg. 6) and 
then attended all of the 
T4G Conference, I’ll still 
be recuperating in July.

 May marks a season of 
change for many at the 
seminary. I will be grad-
uating with my M.Div., 
as will Towers writer 
Andrew J.W. Smith, but we 
won’t be going anywhere 
for now. But the fact that 
hundreds will depart, to 
be deployed in fields of 
ministry around the world, 
reminds us of the time-
lessness of Basil Manly 
Jr.’s hymn “Soldiers of 

Christ, in Truth Arrayed.” 
“We meet to part, but 

part to meet, when earthly 
labors are complete,” the 
closing stanza reads. The 
hopefulness of this hymn 
comes to life through the 
deep Christian friend-
ships which have been 
forged on this campus for 
generations. If you’re not 
in the graduating class 
this month, my hope is 
that you will treasure the 
time you have at Southern 
Seminary and invest in 
friendships with eternity 
in mind.
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REPORT

Great Commission Summit: Engage Muslims with ‘gospel love’
By Andrew J.W. Smith and S. Craig Sanders

IN ORDER TO FULFILL THE GREAT COMMISSION, the church 
must learn how to teach and make disciples of the 1.6 
million Muslims around the world, doing away with 
cultural fear and embracing them with gospel love, said 
SBC leaders during the Great Commission Summit at 
Southern Seminary, March 29-31.

Christians should view the refugee crisis through the 
lens of God’s posture of mercy and compassion to the 
foreigner demonstrated in the story of Ruth, said David 
Platt, president of the International Mission Board, 
during a March 31 chapel message. With 60 million 
refugees leaving war-torn and impoverished countries, 
Christians should look beyond politics and see the needs 
of destitute people, he said.

“Our God seeks, shelters, serves, and showers the 
refugee with his grace,” Platt said, pointing out Boaz’s 
response to learning that Ruth, a Moabite woman, was 
working in his field. Boaz’s actions also functioned as 
a critical moment in redemptive history, building a 

lineage that would lead to Jesus Christ.
“It is a sure sign of American self-centeredness that 

we would take the suffering of millions of people and 
turn it into an issue that is all about us.” 

In a series of short talks on March 31 sponsored by 
the Jenkins Center for the Christian Understanding of 
Islam, SBTS and Boyce College professors encouraged 
students to care for Muslim refugees by adopting families 
and understanding the complexities of Islamic culture.

“God wants something to happen in your heart so that 
it will appear outside,” said Ayman S. Ibrahim, Bill 
and Connie Jenkins Assistant Professor of Islamic 
Studies. “Think of Muslims as a very diverse community. 
Muslims are in very deep need of something you have. I 
call it ‘the gospel of hope.’ ... They have no hope.”

Muslim refugees simply come to America because 
“it is much better than their country” and they can find 

freedom — “no one will be watching over their shoulder,” 
Ibrahim said. Unfortunately, the fear and suspicion 

many Americans show toward Muslim refugees results 
in them feeling isolated. 

Instead of fear, Christians should respond with 
love, said John Klaassen, associate professor of global 
studies at Boyce College. The author of Engaging with 
Muslims, Klaassen said churches can demonstrate love 
by partnering with refugee organizations and adopting 
families when they come to America. He noted how 
his ministry at Highview Baptist Church welcomes 
refugee families by providing food and clothing, English 
as a Second Language classes, job searches, and other 
assistance to help them adjust to a new culture. 

“Most importantly, we teach them the gospel,” 
Klaassen said, noting that they must first obey state 
contracts that prohibit them from proselytizing. “We 
teach them the gospel by the things that we say and the 
things that we do.”

Audio and video of the Great Commission Summit 
events are available online at sbts.edu/resources.
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Southern Seminary 
trustees approve 
historic budget, 
elect faculty 
By S. Craig Sanders

TRUSTEES OF SOUTHERN SEMINARY unanimously approved 
all recommendations in the board’s April 18 meeting, 
which included the election of two faculty members, the 
budget for the 2016-17 academic year, and a $14-million 
renovation plan for Fuller Hall.

In a historic measure, trustees approved the recommen-
dation of its Financial Board for the 2016-17 budget of $48 
million, an increase of 9.9 percent over the previous year. The 
board also approved a $14-million renovation of the seminary’s 
Fuller Hall, which is the third phase of the 10-year Master Plan 
that began in 2012. The renovated Fuller Hall will serve the 
seminary’s need to house the growing enrollment.

Elected to the faculty, effective Aug. 1, were C. Berry Driver, 
professor of church history, and Michael S. Wilder, J. M. Frost 
Associate Professor of Leadership and Discipleship.

Driver has taught since 2014 at Southern when he was 
appointed librarian of the James P. Boyce Centennial Library. 
Wilder, who is also senior pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church, Floyds Knobs, Indiana, has taught at Southern since 
2006 and serves as associate vice president for Doctoral Studies.

The trustees designated Daniel M. Gurtner as Ernest and 
Mildred Hogan Professor of New Testament Interpretation, 
effective when he joins the faculty July 1. Since 2005, Gurtner 
has taught at Bethel Seminary as professor of New Testament. 
He received his Ph.D. from St. Andrews University in Scotland.

Trustees also elected two faculty members to endowed 
chairs: Randy L. Stinson, senior vice president for Academic 
Administration and provost, as Basil Manly Jr. Professor of 
Leadership and Family Ministry, effective Aug. 1, and Greg-
ory A. Wills, dean of the School of Theology, as David T. Porter 
Professor of Church History, effective immediately. 

Addressing the trustees, Mohler drew attention to record 
enrollment numbers, specifically citing the 1,200 students 
enrolled in Boyce College as “a sign of God’s favor” that the 
seminary’s undergraduate school would grow so quickly in 
less than 20 years of existence.

“In the course of the last 12 months, there have been over 
5,000 students enrolled in the totality of Southern Semi-
nary,” Mohler said. “That’s just never happened before. 
That’s an amazing number. I don’t think we ought to let 
that pass without imagining what that represents: Every 
one of those a precious life; every one of those an incredible 
potential for ministry.”

SBTS Hispanic program adds new 
professors, reduces online costs

By SBTS Communications

THE ADDITION OF TWO INFLUENTIAL LATINO PASTORS 

to the faculty and significant discounts for online His-
panic students are key elements of a new initiative at 
Southern Seminary designed to serve more effectively 
those called to ministry in the Spanish-speaking world.

“The Lord has opened an incredible door for South-
ern Seminary to minister all over the globe, but in a 
powerful new way to form this partnership for the 
Hispanic Initiatives,” said Southern Seminary Pres-
ident R. Albert Mohler Jr. “The Spanish-speaking 
world is on Southern Seminary’s heart, and we see 
both a great opportunity and a great responsibility.”

As part of the Hispanic Initiatives, Southern Semi-
nary has appointed Miguel Núñez and Juan Sanchez 
to the faculty. Núñez, senior pastor of Iglesia Bautista 
Internacional (IBI) in Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic, will serve as associate professor of pastoral 
leadership and lead strategist for Latin America. He 
received his Doctor of Ministry degree from Southern 
in 2014. Sanchez, senior pastor of High Pointe Baptist 

Church in Austin, Texas, will serve as assistant pro-
fessor of Christian theology and lead strategist for 
North America. Sanchez graduated with his M.Div. 
in 1999 and earned a Ph.D. in Systematic Theology 
from Southern in 2015. Núñez and Sanchez will teach 
courses on the Louisville campus.  

The initiative also includes offering all online Spanish 
master’s-level courses for $250 per class. This discount 
demonstrates Southern’s institutional investment in 
making evangelical theological education more broadly 
accessible in the Spanish-speaking world, said Felipe 
Castro, director of Hispanic Initiatives.

“God is doing great things in the Hispanic world, 
and he is raising up men and women that are fully 
committed to spreading the gospel,” Castro said. 

“Southern sees the opportunity to train these men 
and women so they can be faithful to what God has 
put in their hands.”

For more information on the program, visit sbts.
edu/hispanos.
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New Southern Seminary Magazine 
features print redesign, innovative 
online version
By SBTS Communications

THE SPRING ISSUE of Southern Seminary’s 
alumni magazine marks a prominent 
transition for the publication, featuring 
expanded content on faculty and alumni 
while offering an innovative online 
version, leaders said. Southern Seminary 
Magazine has also changed its release 
schedule from quarterly to biannual 
and has updated its format and design 
beginning with the Spring 2016 issue, 
which opens the 84th volume in the 
alumni magazine’s rich history. 

“The new magazine format provides 
us a better avenue for telling the South-
ern story well,” said Steve Watters, vice 
president for Communications. Watters 
noted the free online Southern Semi-
nary Magazine, available at sbts.edu/
resources/magazine, is responsive to all 

digital devices, contains a linked table of 
contents, and adapts many of the design 
features found in the print version.

The most recent iteration of Southern 
Seminary Magazine received two awards 
at the Evangelical Press Association’s 
annual convention, April 6-8. Creative 
director Eric Jimenez received a first-
place award for Original Art in Digital/
Mixed Media in Higher Goals in Chris-
tian Journalism for the Winter 2015 issue, 
and the magazine received an organiza-
tional Award of Merit.  

To receive a free subscription to 
Southern Seminary Magazine, email 
communications@sbts.edu. To read the 
online version of the magazine, visit sbts.
edu/resources/magazine.

Trillia Newbell: Hope in 
God fights fear of man
By Annie Corser

THE BEST WAY TO FIGHT FEAR is gaining a greater understanding 
and awe of God, said author Trillia Newbell at Southern Semi-
nary’s Equip seminar for women in ministry, April 2. 

“We have a Savior who relates to our suffering,” said Newbell, 
director of community outreach for the Ethics and Religious Lib-
erty Commission. “Jesus is aware and acquainted with the grief of 
man. ... [For] the redemption of the world, he endured great pain. 
Pain I can only imagine. Pain and wrath on our behalf.”

More than 100 women gathered for “Equip: Practical Training 
for Women in Ministry” to hear Newbell discuss how to fight fears 
of man, the future, tragedy, and physical appearance. Newbell is 
the author of Fear and Faith: Finding the Peace Your Heart Craves. 

Newbell reminded those in attendance that fears constantly 
“whisper lies to us.” As those lies are revealed, fears are exposed 
and Christians are able to realize where their hope is. The only 
hope a Christian has is in God, she said, and God has promised 
to be faithful.

Audio for Equip is available upon request by emailing 
women@sbts.edu.
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SBTS Press releases More Faithful Service
By Annie Corser

EVANGELICAL LEADERS, professors, and pastors 
emphasize the importance of faithfulness in a new ministry 
workbook released by SBTS Press, More Faithful Service.

“Ultimately, the pastor’s calling is a call to serve the 
people of God in faithfulness. And that call requires 
the pastor to commit himself and his ministry to 
the Scripture and to the faith delivered to the saints,” 
Southern Seminary President R. Albert Mohler Jr. writes 
in the opening essay. “The pastor who gives his mind and 

heart to the Bible will serve with greater effectiveness 
and greater faithfulness.”

The book is a sequel to Southern’s previous interactive 
workbook, The Call to Ministry, and gives the reader room to 
reflect on the content. The book is split into three sections 
on faithfulness, persistence, and excellence, and focuses 
on lessons and strategic plans for pastors to put in place 
in order to become more faithful to the tasks before them.

Additional contributors include Hershael W. York, Victor 

and Louise Lester Professor of Christian Preaching at 
Southern, and Dan Dumas, senior vice president for 
Institutional Administration.

Other titles in the SBTS Press guide book series are 
A Guide to Church Revitalization, A Guide to Biblical 
Manhood, A Guide to Adoption and Orphan Care, A Guide 
to Expository Ministry, and A Guide to Evangelism.

More Faithful Service is available in print and digital 
editions at sbts.edu/press.

What’s the Word: Racial reconciliation ‘pivotal’ for SBTS students
By Dylan Bailey

SOUTHERN SEMINARY’S ROLE in training and influencing future church 
leaders demands “pivotal” discussions on racial reconciliation, said pan-
elists during the April 20 What’s the Word forum.

“Don’t underestimate the power that this institution has, and that you as 
students have, to transform local churches,” said Jarvis Williams, asso-
ciate professor of New Testament interpretation at Southern Seminary. 
He encouraged minority students to consider joining churches that are 

“desperately longing to become multiethnic.”
Williams participated in a panel discussion hosted by ONE, a student 

organization seeking to foster gospel-centered racial reconciliation. Other 
panel participants included M.Div. student Kyle Howard; ONE co-founder 

Latevia Priddy; Gabriel Reyes-Ordeix, president of the Hispanic Stu-
dent Association at Southern and Towers designer; M.A. student Hannah 
Chang; and Matthew J. Hall, vice president for Academic Services and 
assistant professor of church history.

Panelists offered practical suggestions for seminarians on how to engage 
minority classmates. Reyes-Ordeix said that “Latin Americans aren’t polit-
ically correct” so being direct will not be offensive but will aid in making 
friends. Chang recommended students ask their friends of different eth-
nicities if they are offended by certain conversations or presuppositions.

Audio of the What’s the Word discussion is available online at sbts.edu/
resources.

REPORT
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REVIEWS

A Camaraderie of Confidence
John Piper Review by Andrew J.W. Smith
In A Camaraderie of Confidence, John Piper studies the lives of Charles 
Spurgeon, George Müller, and Hudson Taylor, ministers who shared an 
absolute trust in the providence and provision of God.

“Beneath all their talk of faith and the simplicity of trusting God to fulfill 
his promises for us in everyday life lay a massive vision of God’s right and 
power to govern every detail of life, the evil and the good — with nothing able 
to stop him,” Piper writes.

In the seventh installment of The Swans are Not Silent series, comprised 
of short biographical sketches of great Christians, Piper observes how Spur-
geon, Müller, and Taylor shared many doctrinal convictions, were active in 
missions, and with no theological degrees among them were each relatively 
simple men. But beyond that, the three men each left behind a rich legacy of 
personal confident in God’s purposes.

Discipling: How To Help Others Follow Jesus
Mark Dever Review by Annie Corser
In Discipling, Mark Dever provides a biblical foundation for the purpose 
and process of gospel-centered discipleship. Christians must be “orienting 
[their] lives toward others,” following the perfect example of Jesus and his 
sacrifice on the cross.

“Discipling is helping someone follow Jesus by doing deliberate spiritual 
good in his or her life,” Dever writes. “The goal of discipling is to see lives 
transformed, which means it involves more than reading a book or even 
the Bible with another person. Ultimately, discipling involves living out the 
whole Christian life before others.”

Dever argues that the mindset of pouring into other people’s lives is one of 
the main roles of the church. While other ministries may offer discipleship, 
they should all lead back to the local church. This book serves as a resourceful 
guide for pastors and members to analyze their ministries toward proper, 
biblical discipleship. 

Book Reviews

(Crossway 2016, $19.99)

(Crossway 2016, $14.99)

WILLIAM F. COOK III
Professor of New 
Testament Interpretation

FACULTY RECOMMENDATION

The Cross of Christ 
(IVP Books 2006, $27) 

John Stott

“I believe John Stott was one of the 

most important Christian leaders of 

the 20th century. His commentaries 

are a masterful presentation of 

exegetical work written in a manner 

that powerfully expounds the text of 

Holy Scripture. I believe the The Cross 

of Christ to be the finest work written 

in the last century on the atonement. 

Stott wrote it as only he could — 

powerfully insightful, moving one 

from reading to worship.”

Unashamed 
Lecrae with Jonathan Merritt Review by S. Craig Sanders
Sex, drugs, and violence. Before Lecrae Moore redefined Christian hip-
hop and broke out on the national scene, his life was trapped in a cycle of 
sinful behavior that were the ramifications of fatherlessness and abuse.

In his new autobiography, Unashamed, Lecrae tells his incredible 
story of redemption with a brutal honesty that you can’t find from 
many Christian leaders. Giving readers an insight to the man behind 
the Grammy Awards, Lecrae says fame has reinforced “that part of be-
ing human—and especially being Christian—means not fitting in, and 
the only solution is learning to look to God for ultimate recognition.”

Lecrae opens up about how fatherlessness left him craving for atten-
tion, and how being molested at an early age rewired his sexuality. But 
God radically transformed his life, and this book will encourage and 
inspire anyone who picks up this unashamedly gospel-centered book.

(B&H Books 2016, $24.99)
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John: Jesus Christ is God
William F. Cook III
Review by Andrew J.W. Smith 

he late New Testament scholar 
Leon Morris once likened the 
Gospel of John to “a pool in 

which a child may wade and an elephant 
can swim.” Perhaps more than any other 
Gospel, John’s apparent simplicity (parts 
of the book are often translated by first-
year Greek students) veils a much deeper 
complexity that invites the most serious 
theological reflection. 

In his commentary, John: Jesus Christ 
is God, William F. Cook, professor of New 
Testament interpretation at Southern 
Seminary and lead pastor of Ninth and O 
Baptist Church in Louisville, makes some 
of that complex theological reflection 
easy to grasp for any Bible reader. 

The Prologue of John 1:1-18 contains 
two of the clearest affirmations of Jesus’ 
divinity, and Cook is careful to note 
how each story throughout the Gospel 
contributes to John’s rich portrait of the 
person of Christ as the One who makes 
the Father known. 

“God revealed Himself to His people 
in various ways depicted in the Old 
Testament, but never in his fullness,” Cook 

writes. “Moses saw the back of God’s glory, 
but no one could look upon God and live. 
Isaiah saw the train of His robe filling 
the temple. Now with the incarnation of 
Jesus, the invisible and glorious God had 
revealed Himself to mankind.”

The book also depicts how Jesus 
brings about personal transformation 
in the hearts of believers. “These things 
are written,” the apostle writes in John 

20:30-31, “that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing you may have life in his 
name.” From the Samaritan woman in 
John 4, to the blind man in John 9, to the 
lives of the apostles — especially Peter 
after his denial of Christ — in John 21, 
John highlights how Jesus radically 
changes people’s lives and prepares them 
to testify to the truth.

Jesus Christ offers not only forgiveness 
for sin and personal transformation to 
those who believe in him, but also rest 
for restless souls and water for thirsty 
hearts. “If anyone thirsts, let him come 
to me and drink,” Jesus said (John 7:37) 
in a dry and arid land in which thirst 
was a common physical experience. By 
offering himself for Christians’ spiritual 
refreshment, he ca lls believers to 
reject other “broken cisterns” (to use 
Jeremiah’s language) of possessions, 
power, and self-sufficiency. 
“To drink of Jesus is to trust him for 

salvation,” Cook writes. “Those who 
believe in Him find their soul’s thirst 
satisfied. However, the paradox of love 
is that after we come to know Christ our 
thirsty soul on the one hand is satisfied, 
but on the other hands longs for more of 
Jesus. If the ‘rivers of living water’ flow 
from within the believer then John is 
describing the outworking of a Spirit-filled 

life.”
The book explains the Gospel of 

John in simple terms, following a clear 
outline of the text. Especially profitable 
for personal and small-group use are 
the practical and pastoral reflections 
at the end of each chapter and the study 
questions for deeper thinking. The thesis 
of John’s Gospel is clear and prominent 
in the commentary, and Cook’s prose is 
accessible. Like the Gospel itself, there 
is plenty in the commentary for the more 
scholarship-inclined, but it is easy to 
grasp for anyone. 
(Christian Focus 2016, $15.99)

In the Beginning Was the Word: 
The Bible in American Public Life, 
1492-1783
Mark A. Noll
Review by S. Craig Sanders

One of the more interesting recent 
studies on the Protestant Reformation, 
historian Mark A. Noll’s In the Beginning 
Was the Word explores how the printing 
of the English Bible, its dissemination, 
and biblical authority shaped colonial 
America. Noll traces the origin of the 

“United States’ Bible civilization” from 
Martin Luther’s appeal to Scripture to 
the labors of William Tyndale to the 
translation of the King James Version.

In the Beginning of the Word promises 

to be the first of a multi-volume study 
of the role of Scripture in American 
histor y up to the present day. Noll 
descr ibes how “ bibl icism” wa s a 
powerful force in 16th-century England 
and later resurged in the American 
colonies to wield revolutionary results 
in the Great Awakening and United 
States political ideology.

Biblicism, Noll writes, is the “effort 
to follow ‘the Bible a lone’—absent 
or s t ron g ly subord i n at i n g ot her 
authorities—as the path to life with and 
for God” and began as a reaction to what 
Protestants perceived as the abuse of 
Scripture in the Catholic Church.

“It is no exaggeration to claim that the 
Bible has been—and by far—the single 
most widely read text, distributed object, 

and referenced book in all of American 
history,” Noll writes in the introduction. 

“This book about the Book examines 
the public history of America’s most 
comprehensively present ‘thing’ from 
first European contact through the 
American War of Independence.”

This histor y is complex, as Noll 
examines how pastors interpreted 
Scripture in light of current events and 
leaders used the Bible to enforce social 
status. Noll’s expertise and clear prose 
along with the relatively low price point 
surely make this monumental study 
one of the best investments for the 
seminarian’s library. 

REVIEWS

(Oxford 2016, $29.95)

T

“The twenty-first 
century evangelical 
church needs to 
recapture the glory and 
greatness of Jesus. The 
contemporary church 
has a vision of Jesus 
that is far too small, and 
it is evident in our lack 
of passion in worship 
and our hesitancy to 
advance the gospel to 
the ends of the earth.”
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‘That you may believe’
COOK TALKS NEW GOSPEL OF JOHN COMMENTARY

By Andrew J.W. Smith 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Below, William F. Cook, professor of New Testament interpretation, discusses his new commentary, John: Jesus Christ is God, with Towers 
writer Andrew J.W. Smith.

AJWS: There’s been so much written about the 
gospel of John. Why write this commentary?

WC: When I wrote this commentary, I realized that 
some of the great commentaries in recent years have 
been written on John’s Gospel, but there’s not a lot 
that has been written for the non-specialist, where 
someone could pick up a commentary and read 
through an exegesis of the text that’s not encum-
bered by a lot of footnotes, that you didn’t need a lot 
of language skills to be able to interpret, that you’d 
be able to get a straightforward, clear explanation 
of the text and at the same time for the commentary 
to offer personal application that’s grounded in the 

meaning of the text that would leave an impression 
on the soul of the reader. 

Commentaries are typically intended to explain 
the text, but not apply the text, and the commentaries 
that are heavily application-oriented often don’t do 
an adequate job explaining the text and tying the 
application back into the meaning of the text. So I 
wanted to give an explanation of the text and then 
help the reader understand how this text should apply 
to their soul. 

It’s intended for a person who might not know 
who Leon Morris and D.A. Carson and even Andreas 
Köstenberger are. So I wanted to write something 
that was accessible to the person that loved the 

Bible, wanted to know the Gospel of John, weren’t 
prepared or equipped to read a 600-page commentary, 
but could work through a commentary of 300 pages 
reading the Bible with an open commentary and see 
a straightforward explanation of the biblical text. 

There are also study questions at the end of every 
section, that take the reader back not only to the 
text, but also to make application to personal life, 
which typically commentaries don’t do. I think one 
advantage of being a pastor and a seminary profes-
sor is I’m always thinking about the relevance for a 
congregation of people of what I’m teaching. So in 
one sense, even writing the commentary I had my 
own congregation in mind as I thought about what 
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kind of instruction they would need and what kind of 
help they could use in making legitimate application. 

AJWS: So you want people to read the com-
mentary alongside their Bibles? 

WC: Yes, what I encourage is for them to have an 
open Bible and read the Bible and the commentary 
together, so that the commentary isn’t read apart 
from the Bible. 

AJWS: What’s unique about the Gospel of 
John compared to the Synoptic Gospels? 

WC: You know, the thing I like about John’s Gospel 
is John was the last living apostle, he had 55 years 
to ref lect on the words and deeds of Jesus. All the 
other apostles are gone, he’s had over five decades 
to think about it. He’s intentionally chosen every 
scene, he’s crafted every vignette in a way that en-
courages the reader to have deeper faith in Jesus. So 
he brings out a theological perspective that I think 
goes beyond the Synoptic Gospels. The Synoptic 
Gospels are theologians and historians, but John 
had 55 years to think about it and craft and write it 
in a way that I think brings out a relevance for read-
ers at the end of the first century that maybe goes 
beyond what the Synoptic writers did, all probably 
writing before A.D. 70. 

AJWS: What works on the Gospel of John have 
influenced you the most? 

WC: The commentary that has influenced me the most 
is the one by Morris, and Carson and Köstenberger 
have very much influenced me as well. I use Carson in 
my M.Div. courses as a required textbook and I’ve used 
Köstenberger as one of my options in my Ph.D. semi-
nars. Leon Morris wrote in a time when evangelical 
scholarship was not highly respected. So Leon Morris 
and F.F. Bruce were really two of the first evangelical 
scholars that gained a high degree of credibility with 
critical scholarship outside evangelicalism. Just the 
sheer size of Morris’ commentary highlights the depth 
of his understanding of the biblical text, but if you’ve 
ever read Leon Morris, he has a spiritual side in his 
commentaries that really influenced me early on. It’s 
more than a straight explanation of the text, he would 
often — a sentence here, a paragraph there — bring out 
further implications for living. 

AJWS: How would you distill the message 
of John?

WC: He tells us the purpose in John 20:30-31 — “That 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing you may have life in his name.” So 
what I try to do as I work through the text in my classes 
and in the book is think about two things: How does 
that purpose statement play out in each episode and, 
secondly, how is his Christology highlighted in each 
story? The subtitle of the commentary is, “Jesus Christ 
is God.” So in the very beginning of the commentary, 
in the Prologue, that’s the key thought, in 1:1 and 1:18 
there are unambiguous statements about the deity 
of Christ. So he wants to communicate to the reader, 

“You can’t grasp what I’m about to describe to you if 
you don’t grasp that he is God in the flesh.” So those 
two things I kept in mind: How does his purpose state-
ment work its way out and how is he showing in this 
particular episode who Jesus is? 

AJWS: What’s your favorite story in the 
Gospel of John?

WC: There’s two stories and they are similar stories: 
the story of the Samaritan woman in John 4 and the 
other is the story of the healing of the blind man in 
John 9. Both these stories are similar in that, as 
the narrative unfolds, each of them come to have a 
better and better understanding of who Jesus is. The 

blind man is asked, “Who healed you?” and he says, 
“The man Jesus healed me.” The Pharisees ask him, 
“What do you think about him?” and he says, “He is a 

prophet.” And then he ends up confessing Jesus to be 
the Lord and he worships him. He’s the only person 
in the Gospel described as specifically worshipping 
Jesus. So what he does in John 9, and I think he does 
the same thing in John 4, he shows how Jesus leads a 
person out of spiritual darkness in the blind man and 
moral darkness in the Samaritan woman to spiritual 
light and life. 

I relate to both those stories because I come from 
a spiritually dark upbringing. I was a pagan at 19 and 
didn’t know Genesis from Revelation. I didn’t know 
anything about the Bible, I’d only been in church a 
handful of times in my life. So when the Lord began 
to work in me — I see myself in that blind man — I 
can look back and see how at 19 he slowly began to 
draw me out of the darkness into the light until one 
day, I walked into a minister’s office and told him 
I’d like to be a Christian but didn’t know how one 
became a Christian. I also see myself in the story of 
the Samaritan woman. My mother was married at 
least four times and just months before she died, I 
was able to lead her to the Lord. So I see my mother 
in the Samaritan woman. 

AJWS: While you were writing this book, what 
were your writing habits like? 

WC: They were hectic. Between teaching and pas-
toring, I would be able to write for periods of time 
and then not pick it up for quite some time. So then I 
would basically go back and re-read everything I had 
written to get myself caught up into where I was in 
the f low of my writing. I find that I write better when 
I’m in a f low rather than sporadically, I can’t just sit 
down and pick up something and start writing after 
not touching it for two weeks. So I’ve read through 
it many times. 

The challenge was writing a book for my intended 
audience in a highly academic setting. After I 
finished the commentary, I eliminated almost every 
transliteration of every Greek word. I went back and 
looked at the footnotes and asked whether I needed 
all those footnotes and eliminated a lot of those. I 
went back very meticulously to make sure the book 
ref lected the audience I was writing for — a person 
who has never seriously read through the Gospel of 
John. I wanted that person to be able to pick up the 
commentary, read it in a relatively short period of 
time with an open Bible, without being encumbered 
by Greek and Hebrew and footnotes.

“I was a pagan at 19 and didn’t 
know Genesis from Revela-
tion. ... So when the Lord be-
gan to work in me — I see my-
self in that blind man — I can 
look back and see how at 19 he 
slowly began to draw me out 
of the darkness into the light 
until one day, I walked into a 
minister’s office and told him 
I’d like to be a Christian.”
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he legacy of the Protestant Reformation must 
endure in the doctrine and ministry of the 
church, evangelical leaders said at the 2016 

Together for the Gospel conference in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, April 12-14. 

Nearly 500 years after Martin Luther ignited the Prot-
estant Reformation in 1517, 10,000 attendees from 43 
different countries and 20 denominations filled most of 
the KFC Yum! Center to hear preaching from the biggest 
names in Reformed evangelicalism. 

Southern Seminary President R. Albert Mohler Jr., 
a co-founder of the T4G conference, said that the fun-
damental question of the Protestant Reformation was 
about the nature of the gospel, and that has not changed 
in 500 years. 

“The key question that drove Luther to his knees … is 
this: How are sins forgiven? And Colossians 1 declares 
these sins are forgiven in Christ.” 

David Platt, president of the International Mission 
Board, preached on the martyrdom of English Reformers, 
including William Tyndale and John Rogers, who were 
persecuted for translating the Bible into the common 
language. They were able to endure death at the burning 
stake, Platt said, because they knew the greatness of their 
forgiveness from God. 

“Your perspective of earthly embers changes when 
you’ve been saved from an eternal inferno,” Platt said. 

With countless unreached people around the world, 
many of them without a Bible translated into their native 
language, Platt urged believers to consider what price 
they are called to pay for the spread of the gospel today. 
Following the example of Tyndale and Rogers, Christians 

should boldly speak the gospel despite opposition. 
“The martyrs didn’t die because they believed this 

gospel; they died because they were proclaiming this 
gospel,” Platt said.

Matt Chandler, president of the Acts 29 Network and 
pastor of The Village Church in Flower Mound, Texas, 
said a healthy awe of God fuels the believer’s endurance 
through personal trials and public opposition. 

“Thin, f lat pictures of God will not sustain with 
the courageous force of a big, deep, beautiful, border-
line-frightening, glorious God,” Chandler said. “If you 
preach him f lat, if you preach him small, if you preach 
him worried, if you preach him hopeful, your people 
will not be bold.”

The sixth iteration of the biennial conference also fea-
tured plenary talks from Mark Dever, pastor of Capitol 
Hill Baptist Church in Washington, D.C.; C.J. Mahaney, 
pastor of Sovereign Grace Church of Louisville; Ligon 
Duncan, chancellor of Reformed Theological Seminary in 
Jackson, Mississippi; Thabiti Anyabwile, pastor of Ana-
costia River Church in Washington, D.C.; John MacArthur, 
pastor of Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, Cal-
ifornia; John Piper, founder of Desiring God; and Kevin 
DeYoung, pastor of University Reformed Church in East 
Lansing, Michigan. 

The 2016 Together for the Gospel conference was 
started in 2006 under the leadership of Mohler, Mahaney, 
Duncan, and Dever. Audio and video from the conference 
will be available soon at t4g.org. 

Southern Seminary also participated in T4G precon-
ference events, most notably “Despierta,” which featured 
leading Latino pastors April 11 in Louisville’s Galt House 

Hotel. The one-day event was sponsored by SBTS and also 
included addresses from Mohler and MacArthur. 

“True worship is founded in Jesus Christ and a proper 
response is with all of our heart with all of our joy that we 
have in Christ full of the Holy Spirit,” said Texas pastor 
Juan Sanchez, assistant professor of Christian theology at 
SBTS. “It’s not something that is just intellectual; it’s not 
something that is just in our hearts. It’s a response about 
who Jesus is.” 

Miguel Núñez, senior pastor of Iglesia Bautista Inter-
nacional in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and 
associate professor of pastoral leadership at SBTS, said 
pastors need to refresh their view of the pastorate by 
recognizing God has called them to care for his church.

“Whenever I’m caring for the sheep, I cannot forget that 
sheep do not belong to me, but they belong to Someone 
else,” Núñez said. “That Someone purchased her and 
gave his own blood, and that person is none other than 
the second person of the Trinity.” 

In a talk for the Council on Biblical Manhood and Wom-
anhood preconference at the Galt House, April 11, Mohler 
said male and female complementarity is essential for 
revealing God’s glory in creation.

“One thing that complementarians do not joyfully 
understand enough is that marriage isn’t God’s defense 
mechanism for sin. Marriage is in part a remedy for sin, 
but that is not why it was given,” Mohler said. “It was given 
in the very beginning so that human beings could, leaving 
father and mother, fulfill the creation mandate.”

Annie Corser and Robert Chapman also contributed to 
this article.

T

Evangelical leaders 
esteem Reformation 
heritage at T4G

By Andrew J.W. Smith
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10,000 attendees
320 volunteers

43 countries 
represented

459 Canada
17 Australia

17 United Arab Emirates
11 Philippines

11 South Africa
10 Dominican Republic

9 United Kingdom
9 Costa Rica

8 Burkina Faso
5 Germany

20 denominations
 including Anglican, Mennonite, and 

Reformed Church of Christ

41% of attendees 
identified as Southern Baptist

48% attended 
for the first time

200,000 
free books

19,500 
unique users from all 50 states and 130 
countries watched the T4G livestream

While at T4G 
• 460 prospective students attended 

the SBTS Admissions luncheon
• 70 attended SBTS Hispanic lunch
• 101 people toured Southern’s campus
• 1,714 conference attendees entered 

the SBTS booth giveaway

56% of attendees 
under age 40

“One Book is enough, but 
a thousand books are not 
too many!” — Martin Luther
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early two years after his military chaplain bap-
tized him in one of the world’s most spiritually 
dark places, Illinois police officer and Army 

veteran Scott Carter reunited with Southern Seminary 
alumnus Raymond Lowdermilk at the Together for the 
Gospel biennial conference for what he described as a 

“glimpse of heaven.”
Carter, a patrol officer near Chicago, was deployed to 

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, with the 339th Military Police 
Company in January 2014. Working first as a camp block 
sergeant and then as an operations sergeant, Carter super-
vised guards and Gitmo detainees. But Carter said he felt 
overwhelmed at times seeing dangerous war criminals 
detained for terrorism, which constantly reminded him 
of the 9/11 attacks he witnessed on TV the day his now 
14-year-old twins were born. 

“It’s physically dark because you’re looking through 
tinted glass,” Carter said. “But it’s so spiritually dark in 
there, it’s draining — that’s what led me to the chapel.”

It was there on a Sunday he met Lowdermilk, serving 
a deployment as an Army 1st lieutenant chaplain for 
the Joint Detention Group. Lowdermilk said shortly 
after he invited Carter to a Wednesday night service, 

“I don’t think I could keep him out of the chapel.” Soon, 
Lowdermilk and Carter were attending an open-air 
barracks Bible study with nearly 20 other soldiers and 
meeting five nights a week to study books of the Bible.

“The level of community was so intense, not only did 

we see six get baptized, when people left they would leave 
being deployed as missionaries to their home churches,” 
said Lowdermilk, now an Air Force Chaplain stationed at 
the Eielson Air Force Base in Alaska. “Their theological 
understanding, their growth in the Lord had never been 
as intense, accurate, or relevant.”

Raised as a nominal Lutheran, Carter says no one ever 
explained to him that salvation came “by faith alone, 
through grace alone, in Christ alone” until Lowdermilk 
shared the gospel with him.

“I was so worried about legalities of religion — I hav-
en’t done this or I haven’t done that,” Carter said. “I was 
actually avoiding church because of legalities. And when 
he explained to me I didn’t need that — wow. ... I couldn’t 
get enough.”

Lowdermilk baptized Carter in Guantanamo Bay on 
June 29, 2014, a day Carter said was filled with “glorious 
tears” as he shared his testimony before the other soldiers. 
Since returning to Illinois, Carter joined a Baptist church 
nearby and enrolled at Liberty University online to com-
plete his bachelor’s degree. After more than two decades 
spent saving lives as a police officer, soldier, firefighter, 
and paramedic, Carter now senses a call to save souls 
as a minister and hopes to pursue his Master of Divinity 
at Southern.

Lowdermilk, who graduated with his M.Div. from 
Southern Seminary in December 2012, said he recog-
nizes a “huge” opportunity for ministry in the military. 

Lowdermilk says he never has to compromise his con-
victions as a Southern Baptist chaplain and “continually 
contends for the sufficiency of Scripture in counseling, 
preaching, and teaching.”

During his ministry in Gitmo, Lowdermilk explained 
the biblical instructions for pastors and encouraged sol-
diers to depend on the Holy Spirit for guidance and not on 
a chaplain. At the end of his deployment in August 2014, 
Lowdermilk said he and Carter made a promise to reunite 
at T4G in 2016.

In the week they spent together in Louisville revisiting 
some of the same truths Carter first learned in Gitmo, 
Lowdermilk says the sixth biennial conference — focus-
ing on what it means to be a Protestant — reinforced 
teachings on biblical manhood and the nature of grace.

One of those key lessons was from a three-week sermon 
series he preached on heaven while in Guantanamo Bay. 
The beauty of Christian friendships, Lowdermilk said, 
is how those relationships will continue for eternity. His 
reunion with Carter for the conference illustrated that 
truth, as well as the massive gathering in Louisville’s 
KFC Yum! Center.

Carter agreed: “Ten thousand believers singing those 
hymns at the conference. What a glimpse of heaven.”

For more information on chaplaincy opportunities, 
contact the Bevin Center for Missions Mobilization at 
missions@sbts.edu.

N

Finding God in Gitmo: Army 
vet reunites with military 
chaplain for T4G

By S. Craig Sanders



towers.sbts.edu May 2016 towers 17

“Only Jesus buys 
slaves and makes 
them heirs.”
—Thabiti Anyabwile

“The greatest aid 
to worship is the 
explanation of 
Scripture.”
—John MacArthur

“Your perspective 
of earthly embers 
changes when 
you’ve been saved 
from an eternal 
inferno.”
—David Platt

“Christian cour-
age inflamed and 
informed by the 
glory of God will 
be the undoing 
of every empire 
against the king-
dom of God.”
—Matt Chandler

“The central prob-
lem facing the 
church is always 
in the people of 
God, not in the 
circumstances sur-
rounding them.”
—Ligon Duncan

“The Solas were 
not just slogans, 
they were a 
matter of life and 
death. Without 
those Solas, there 
is no gospel.”
—R. Albert Mohler Jr.

“One of the hall-
marks of sliding 
into liberalism is 
... settling for slo-
gans instead of 
precision.”
—Kevin DeYoung

“Think of your 
suffering as part 
of your sermon 
preparation.”
—C.J. Mahaney

“Our working 
is not added to 
God’s working. Our 
working is God’s 
working.”
—John Piper

“Getting a denom-
inational growth 
award is a sad 
substitute for 
seeing a healthy 
church grow.”
—Mark Dever

10 MOST
MEMORABLE 
QUOTES

S A I D  A T  T 4 G
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t one of the most unlikely places, I met one of the most unlikely 
T4G attendees. While waiting for the seminary shuttles on the 
morning of the conference’s second day, I met Damien, a native 

of Krakow, Poland, making his first visit to the United States. According 
to official numbers, Damien was the only Polish attendee at T4G, and may 
well have been the only practicing Roman Catholic.

“In the Catholic Church right now, Protestants are so cool,” Damien said, 
adding he had never been around so many Protestants in his life. “I feel like 
a guest in a hive, there are so many people.” 

Damien agreed with many things said during the conference about 
Reformers Martin Luther and John Calvin’s roles in church history, even 
saying he personally believes the Church benefited from their ministries. 

“From a Catholic perspective, they were wrong because they left the 
Church. But from my point of view, they were right because they wanted 
to change something,” he said. “The only problem was the Catholic Church 
was too stubborn to say [Luther and Calvin] were right in some places. Then 
they admitted that officially in the 20th century — not completely but they 
confirmed that [the Reformation] was okay.”

For Damien, the Reformation was necessary, but its purpose has been 
completed. “It was a positive for the Church,” he said. He particularly enjoyed 
Ligon Duncan’s address, which opened the conference.

“The first one [Duncan], if he goes to Poland, he will convert the whole 
nation,” he joked. “They all will be Protestant, he was so good.”

When asked whether he would pick up some books while he was at the 
conference, Damien beamed. “I already have 14!”

What has Louisville 
to do with Rome?
A Catholic’s perspective on 
a Reformation-themed T4G

By Andrew J.W. Smith

A
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HISTORY HIGHLIGHT

Spurgeon’s Sword
COLLECTION OF PREACHER’S BOOKS NOW ON DISPLAY IN SBTS LIBRARY

By Adam Winters | Photography by Haley Moss

ow on display at the James P. Boyce Centen-
nial Library is a sample of a newly acquired 
collection of Charles Haddon Spurgeon books.

Spurgeon (June 19, 1834 – January 31, 1892) became 
England’s most famous Baptist preacher of the 19th 
century, pastoring London’s Metropolitan Tabernacle 
for over 30 years. Spurgeon edited The Sword and the 
Trowel, and many of his sermons were printed in books 
and the Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit for worldwide 
dissemination. In his later years, Spurgeon contended 
against encroachments of theological liberalism in the 
Baptist Union, known as the “Downgrade Controversy.” 
For his lifelong commitment to preaching the gospel 
of Christ, his stalwart adherence to the doctrines of 
grace, and his courageous stand for orthodoxy in the 
face of opposition, Spurgeon continues to inspire new 
generations of admirers. 

The Spurgeon Collection was accumulated by the 

late Gerald and Ethel Primm, and it was gifted to the 
library by their sons John Spurgeon and Mark David 
Primm. Before her marriage, Ethel Louise Brown 
earned the Master of Religious Education from the 
seminary’s Woman’s Missionary Union Training 
School in 1945. Gerald C. Primm led a distinguished 
life as a World War II combat pilot, recipient of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, pastor of several Bap-
tist churches in North Carolina, and a friend to many 
Baptist institutions, including a notable tenure as a 
Southern Seminary trustee from 1985 until 1996. The 
Primm family accumulated a personal collection of 
nearly 500 volumes of Spurgeon books, including many 
early London printings. The collection includes a com-
plete run of The Sword and the Trowel volumes which 
Spurgeon edited, a set that has yet to be reprinted 
unabridged. In Primm’s estimation, he personally 
possessed “perhaps the best collection of Spurgeon’s 

writings in America outside his own personal library, 
which was purchased after his death” and now resides 
at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.1

Primm’s interest in Spurgeon began in 1949, when 
Ethel recommended that he read Richard Ellsworth 
Day’s biography of the great British Baptist pulpiteer, 
The Shadow of the Broad Brim. The narrative left a pro-
found impression upon Primm, who recollected:

As I laughed and wept my way through the 
book, God kindled a fire in my heart that has 
never gone out. That spark from Jesus through 
Spurgeon has continued to burn in my soul these 
almost twenty years! In the years since, I have 
endeavored to collect in my library every book 
Spurgeon ever wrote.2

Primm played a unique role in steering the Southern 

N
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Baptist Convention back to its conservative roots. For 
three years, the Eller Memorial Baptist Church of 
Greensboro, North Carolina— which Primm pastored 

— published an American edition of The Sword and the 
Trowel after the London edition ceased publication 
after 1968. He received assistance from co-editors M. 
O. Owens Jr. and Clark H. Pinnock, outspoken South-
ern Baptist champions of biblical inerrancy during the 
inception of the denomination’s conservative resur-
gence (Pinnock later embraced open theism). In the life 
and ministry of Spurgeon, Primm understood parallels 
to the doctrinal challenges facing Southern Baptists in 
the 20th century. As Primm observed:

Our denomination has come upon difficult days 
because of liberalism and the social gospel that 
has infiltrated our institutions and many of 
our pulpits. As in the days of “The Downgrade 

Controversy” when Spurgeon took up “THE 
SWORD” to fight heresy and apostasy in the 
Baptist denomination in England, so today we 
have picked up his fallen “SWORD” to use it 
against the errors of our day.3

Along with other likeminded conservatives, Primm 
became an early and active supporter of the Baptist 
Faith and Message Fellowship, which incorporated in 
1973 and disseminated the Southern Baptist Journal, 
a monthly newspaper that aided in the unification of 
the burgeoning conservative movement.4 Primm also 
reprinted Spurgeon’s The Mourner’s Comforter (1975, 
2007) and a compilation of messages titled Paradoxes, 
Mysteries, Riddles, Enigmas, and Comfort for Chris-
tians (2002).

The staff of the James P. Boyce Centennial Library 
hopes that current and future generations of students 

will find similar edification in their usage of this collec-
tion. Access to the collection can be facilitated through 
the Archives & Special Collections office located on the 
library’s second floor. The Archives also holds Spurgeon 
manuscripts, galley proofs, and an important 1887 letter 
regarding the Downgrade Controversy handwritten for 
Western Recorder editor T. T. Eaton.

ENDNOTES
1 Gerald C. Primm, “Editorial,” The Sword 
and the Trowel: American Edition 
(January 1969): 2.

2 Ibid.
3 Primm, “Editorial,” The Sword and 
the Trowel: American Edition (July-
December, 1971): 23.

4 James C. Hefley, The Truth in Crisis, 
Volume 5: “The Winning Edge” (Hannibal, 
MO: Hannibal Books, 1990), 22.
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The overall aim of COAH is to spread the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ across the vast population of people in Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet Union who have been deprived 

of this Good News for generations. It is within this context that 
all of our various programs operate. Programs which provide 

humanitarian aid or social assistance allow for opportunities to 
demonstrate Christian love and build bridges and relationships 
with needy segments of society, creating openings for sharing 

the gospel. 

COAH is a non-profit organization with charitable status. 
U.S. Charitable Registration Number - 38-3415486 

Phone: 888-844-2624
Website: coah.org

P.O. Box 431, Hudsonville, MI 49426

A Day with a Pastor

Mr. Jack Tamminga
Marketing and Development Director

A pastor who you do not know and have never met and may never meet. A pastor who 

was known by God from all eternity, called by God in time, and sent by God to publish the 

good tidings of salvation.

Pastor Ruslan, 34 years old, is a pastor of small Baptist congregation in the town of Lyubar 

located 150 miles south-west of Kiev in Ukraine. He is very active with various outreaches 

to children and young people. Ruslan is also in charge of the surrounding district, 

overseeing five other smaller congregations. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; 
that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

For more information about Pastor Ruslan, you can read about it in our next magazine. Our informative 

and insightful magazine offers readers a conservative perspective on stories that you will not read 

anywhere else. If you would like copies of our magazines for yourself or for your church, please email: 

jacktamminga@coah.org
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Moving has its challenges whether you are moving 
from out of town or locally!

The staff at River Hill Apartment Homes is committed 
to helping your transition to be as easy as possible. We 
offer quality one, two and three bedroom floor plans 
at affordable prices, discounted deposits and the first 
month free with a one year lease. River Hill is con-
veniently located less than 3 minutes away from the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

We are grateful to the many Seminary students who 
call River Hill their home.

Please contact us at 502.894.8899 or go to lafayette-
communities.com for more details.

Global Coverage of God’s Workevangelicals now
en

“This is 
one of 

my most 
eagerly 
anticipated 
periodicals!”
(Mark Dever)

Evangelicals Now is a monthly newspaper with Biblical perspective on current issues.

Where do you get your Christian world news from?

Subscribe Today!
Online version only £10 ($15*) year
www.e-n.org.uk/subscribe

*Approx. USD equivalent. Transactions will be in GBP. 
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PHOTO ESSAY

Seen at Southern 
By Andrew J.W. Smith 

A MASSIVE REPLICA of the Norton Hall tower greeted 
prospective students at the Southern Seminary 
booth during the Together for the Gospel conference, 
April 12-14. 

Sharing the room with the impressive T4G bookstore 
inside the Kentucky International Convention Center 
(which hosted the 2010 Together for the Gospel 
conference), exhibitors advertised their respective 
schools, ministries, and publishers. Four seminaries 
were present in the exhibition hall, but Southern 
featured the largest booth of the group. 

Beside the Norton Tower booth, which promoted the 
various Southern academic programs, Southern also 
set up the SBTS Stage for several T4G Talks through the 
three-day conference, including an open Q&A with IMB 
president and plenary session speaker David Platt. On 
the other side of the booth, Sunergos employees made 
coffee for visitors and prospective students.

COMMUNITY
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A STUDENT’S TAKE ON

Best
spots to
read,
study or
think on
campus.

COMMUNITY
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HEALTH AND REC

More information on hours and fitness 
classes are available at sbts.edu/hrc,  
the front desk or call 897-4720.

SEMINARY CLINIC HOURS

Staff, students, and their immediate 
family members are provided a health 
maintenance program through the clinic, 
located on the second floor of the campus 
center, Honeycutt 213. 
Monday-Friday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
More information and price listings 
are found on the clinic website, 
sbts.edu/clinic.

VOLUNTEER AT THE ATTIC

Open from 2 – 5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday, there is always an opportunity 
for the SBTS community to volunteer in 
The Attic  which provides selections of 
clothing, home goods, and furniture to 
our students and their families at no cost. 
Contact Aaron Rothermel at volunteer@
sbts.edu or 897-4728 for more information.

FREE SEWING CLASS

The free sewing class led by Barbara 
Gentry meets Mondays, 6 – 7:30 p.m., in 
Fuller Room 34. Sewing machines are 
provided at no cost. No experience is 
required, but women with experience may 
also participate. Knitting and crocheting 
lessons will also be offered. Gentry leads 
the class assisted by Donna Chancellor. 
For more information, call Mrs. Gentry 
locally at 423-8255.

02
MONDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon
< Boyce final exams 

03
TUESDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon
BGS Spring Worship Concert 
9 a.m. – noon | Alumni Chapel

04
WEDNESDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

05
THURSDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

06
FRIDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon
Boyce final exams >

09
MONDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon
< Southern final exams 

10
TUESDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

11
WEDNESDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

12
THURSDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon
Boyce graduation rehearsal

13
FRIDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon
Boyce graduation
Southern final exams >

16
MONDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

17
TUESDAY 
HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

18
WEDNESDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

19
THURSDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon
Southern graduation rehearsal
Faculty luncheon  noon

20
FRIDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon
Southern graduation

23
MONDAY

Seminary summer courses begin

24
TUESDAY 
HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

25
WEDNESDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

26
THURSDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

27
FRIDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

30
MONDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

31
TUESDAY

HRC Childcare 9 a.m. – noon

COMMUNITY
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Legacy

2825 Lexington Road 
Louisville, KY 40280

For reservations  
and information visit:  

www.legacyhotellouisville.com 

or call (502) 736-0600 

Nestled on the historic campus of The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville’s 

charming Crescent Hill community, the Legacy 
offers classic style with modern amenities, a 

warm and friendly staff, high-tech capabilities, 
and a unique and convenient location. 

Legacy Hotel & Conferences offers visitors 
beautifully appointed guest rooms and dynamic 

meeting and banquet space — only minutes  
from downtown and the airport, with  

complimentary parking and wi-fi. 

Receive our friends and  
family rate starting at $79.99 legacy_hotel

LegacyHotelatSBTS

Rollover
…the funds from your previous retirement plan!

If you change employers, SBC entities or churches  
you may have the right to do an IRA Rollover.

* Take Personal Control of Your Assets
* Wide Selection of Investment Choices

* Performance Tracking and Retirement Planning
 * We’ll Help With the Rollover Paperwork

Call John R. Michael, MBA, CFPTM

Kentucky Financial Group 502-451-0600

Securities and Advisory Services offered through Private Client Services LLC
Member FINRA, SIPC. Registered Investment Advisor.

2225 Lexington Road, Louisville, KY 40206 502-451-0600
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The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
2825 Lexington Road · Louisville, KY 40280

Favorite resources about fear?

SUFFERING and the Sovereignty of God by 
Spurgeon; Knowing God by Packer. So they 
are not really about fear, it’s more on God. I 
think that’s what fights our fears.

Favorite restaurants in Nashville?

THE CAPITAL GRILL. It’s in the Hermitage. 
It is delicious. It is kind of expensive, so 
you need to save up for it. Another place is 
the Smiling Elephant, which is Thai food, 
which I love.

1 2 3

What would you be found doing 
on a perfect summer day?

CYCLING — ON A BICYCLE. I’m an 
amateur cyclist, but I love to ride like 
clip-in road bike, road cyclists. It is one 
of the most refreshing things for me. I’m 
currently training for a century ride, 
which is 100 miles.

Questions

TRILLIA NEWBELL 
Director of community outreach 

for ERLC; author of Fear and Faith

with


